mT. 
GREAT DANGER 
O F | 


—— 


| Covenant-retuling, 


AND 
Covenant-breaking. 


Preſented 


Trxomas Avams Lord Mayor, and the Right 
Worſhiptull rhe Sheriffes, and the Aldermen his 

| Brethren, and the reſt of the Common-coxncell of the 

| tamous City of Loadon, Fan. 14. 1645. 


| | Upon which day the ſolemne League and Covenant 
was renued by them and their Othcers with prayer and 
faſting at MICHAEL Baſinſbaw, LoNnD0 x. 
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In a Sermon preached before the Right Honorable 


| B Y 
EpmunDd Calamy, B, D. and Paſtor 
.of Aldermanbury LOND 0 n, 
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; Par. 76, 11, Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God. 
bath no pleaſure in fooles ; pay that which thox haſt vewed. . 


A, -  adnot pay: 

ns - .CGOXDON, 
Printed by 24. F. tor Chriſtopher Meredith at the ſigne of 
| the Crane in PadsChitrchryard, 1646, 
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| ECCL. 54,5. When thou voweſt a Vow unto God , deferre not to pay it , for be 


Better it 4s that thou ſhouldeſt not vow, then that thou ſhouldeſt vow 
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ILTITHICLLEEE EIA I EFF at ENS LS 
TO THE 


RIGHT HONOVRABLE 


Thomas Adams Lord Mayor , and 


to the Right Worſhiptull the Sheriffes | 
and the Aldermen his brethren, and 


the reſt of the Common-Conncell. 


0 Readinthe Book of Nehemiah , that when | 
D (F< the wall of Jeruſalem was in building, the © 
PR> IEP  #nilders met with fo much oppoſition, thar 
SY) SE they were forced to build with their wea- 
I> JIJQODY B O : 
RD pons in one hand , and with their working 
tools in the other. They had exexes from without, and 
they had ſecret enemies amongſt themſelves. They mer 


' with many diſcouragements 3 but God carried them 


through all , and at laſt they finiſhed the wall to the 
confuſion of- their enemies, and the rejoycing of their 
friends. Nehemiah's condition is our condition. The 
Diſcipline and Government of the Church, is tothe Church 
asawall istoa City. A City without wals is expoſed to 
every enemy : {o is the Church. without a Government. 
This wa/tis now in building: the Parliament ( bleſſed 
be Ged) hath contributed very much to this building ; 
bur yer we meet with mountains of oppoſition,and with 
many diſcouragements. Our enemies ſay , What dve 


theſe feeble Presbyterians meane £ will they fortifie them- 


ſelves? will they make anendinaday? will they revive 
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the ſtones out of the heaps of the rubbiſh which are burn? 
Even that which they build, if a Fox zoe up, he ſhall eVen 
break down their ſtone-wall. Ovr enemies alſo raiſe falſe 
reports to weaken the hands of the builders, and to 
make us afraid, as they did, Neh.6.6. 10. They ſay, that - 
the Presbyterian Government (which 1s the Goveryment 
that comes neereſt the Word, and the Government of the 
beſt Reformed Churches) will prove Tyranmcall, and 
E p:ſcopall, AndTthat 1t iS better to be under one Biſhop 
then under a handred, But weanſwer, as Nehemiah did. 
Nel. 4.4. Hear 0 our God, for we are acſpiſcd, and tury 
their rej roach p07 their own heaa, Andas Neh. 6. 9. New 
therefore , 0 our Ged, firengthen onr hands, But that which 
is worſer then this, is; that our ſeeming friends ſeek 
to undermine us, and to terrifie us, and ſay, as Neh, 4. 
11. They fhall not know , neither ſee, till we comein the 
miſt amons them, and ſlay them, and cauſe the work to 
ceaſe, And others are ready to diſcourage us, and ſay as 
itis, Neh. 4.10. AndJudah ſaid, The ſtrength of the bea- 
rers of burdens decayed, and there is much rubbiſh, fo 
that wee are not able to build the wall, It is impoſſible 
(ſay ſome) to purge our Churches according to there, 
they are {ofull of rwbb1ijb, and therefore it is better and 
{ter to ſtudy Separation from, rathgr then Reformation 
of our Churches. But yet notwithſtanding all theſe op- 
poſicions, and diſcouragements , I doubt nor but God 
Almizhty will in his due time finiſh this wal of his, 
and {o perfect his own work, that all the exemiesthere- 
of ſhall caſt down their eres, and perceive that this work 
WAs wrought of our God, Neh.6.16. 

For the effeting of this bleſſed work , God hath 
raiſed us up a happy Parliament. Andalſo God hath raiſed 


"you up (Right Honourable, Right Worſhipfnll, and the reſt 
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of the Common Councell)and hath raiſed up your ſpirits 
ro ſtren2then our hands to this work, and to build the 
wall together with us, (each of us in our places) thar 
forthe C3u7ch miy no loager lye waſtz, and open 
to all Errors and Hereſtes, and that we may be no lon- 
cer 4 reproach to all other reformed Churches. This 
work by your help will quickly bee finiſhed, as it is 
written, Neh. 4.6. So we built the wall, and all the wall 
was joyned tozether unto the half thereof, for the people ha4 
a minde to the work, 

The times wherein you live are indeed very trouble- 
ſome : but be not diſcouraged ; for it is foretold, Day. 
9.25. That the wall of Fernſalem ſhall be re-built. even in 
tronb'ous times, And let melay to you as Mordecai to 
Eſther, Eſther 4. 14. Who knoweth whether Goa hath not 
raiſed you up tobe Mayor, to be Sheriffs, Aldermen, and 
Common Conncell men for ſuch a time as this is? Go on 
courageouſly , and God will trouble thoſe that trouble 


you, and bring good to you, and to the Church out of 


theſe troubles. We reade of the Pool of Bethe/da, thar 


when the water was tr0ubled, then it became a healing 


water. The untroubled water , was an unhealing wites, 
So will God doe with you ; he will make the tronbled 
waters of the Sanuary to become healing waters: Inſo- 
much as we all ſhall ſay, PeriiFemm niſi periiſſemus ; We 
ſhould have been «xdone had we not been undone, One- 
ly be ſfrong and of a good courage: I fay it again, be 
ſtrong and of a good courage, 1 ſay it the thirdtime ( for 
ſo did God to Foſhnain 4 verſes , Foſhuab 1. 6, 7,3, 9. 
Be ſtrong of a good courage, The Lord hath made you 
inſtruments to doe much good for Church and State; the 
ſame God make you every day more and more infſtru- 
mental]. 
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Andbe not terrified and diſmayed becauſe of the many 
Hereftes and Errors that are in the City. Foras when the 
wall of Feruſalem was once built, all their enemies did 
immediately vaniſh into nothing, Ne#.6.16. So when 
the wall of the Church {hall be onceerected , I doubr nor 
but theſe prodigious erronrs willall vanith. 

And as when the Sunariſeth, all wi/de beaſts goe to 
their ders, ſo when the bright Sun of Chriſts kinegly 70- 
vernment ſhall appear in our Horz207, I truſt all theſe 
beaftly errours will betake themſelves totheir dens of 96- 
ſcurity and eblivion, It was ſaid of Auguſtus , that when 
he was firſt Emperonr he found Rome in a poor condition, 
but he lefr it in a g/0746u5 conditions Invent Lateritiam, 
ſed reliquit marmoream. My prayer ſhall be (and oh thar 
God would hear me!) that you may beable roſay, When 
I was firſt Mayor, or firſt Sheriffe,or firſt Common-councell 
man, 1 foundtheCitya City full of diviſion, tull of pro- 
fanene(ſe, full of errors and hereſies , but now I ſhall leave 
it full of rr4#/, tull of Solineſſe, and a City at unity within 
it ſelfe. Inveni lateritiam, reliqui marmoream. 

For the better bringing of this to paſſe, you did lately 
renue your ſolemne Leagne and Covenant ; at which time 
this en{uing Sermon was preached, Since which time, 
not only the Sermon, but the Preacher of it, hath under- 
gone many harſh and bitter cenſures. It is the wickedneſſe 
of theſe dayes tobuildtheir owndefignes upontheruine 
of other mens 2004 name. But ſurely God will never pro- 
ſper ſuch bloody praiſes. It is ſaid of Antiochwus, a vilde 
perſon, Dan.11.28. That his heart ſhall be againſt the holy 
Covenant. We have many amoneſt us, that in this are 
like unto Aztiochws, whoſe hearts, tongues, and hands, are 
not only againſt our ſolemne League and Covenant; bur 
againſt all that preach for it, or write inthe defence of 1t. 
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Thereis indeed a Covenant that ſome do much comend 
for,and make the very form ofa particular Church,wirh- 
out which a Church cannot bea true Church, which is 
called a Church-covenant. For my part, I copiceivethar 
whoſoever ſhall fay, that a C rs þ ves Aphny, meane an 
oath exprefled by formal words)is an0rdinance of Chriſt, - 
and neceſ{fary to the very being of a viſible Church, doth 
not only «w-church moit of the Churches of Feſws Chriſt, 
but doth alſo ſet up his own izvertion for an Ordinance 
of Chriſt, In the New Teſtament we reade of no {uch 
Church-oath at the admiflion of Members. And there is 
no-place in the 0/d Teſtament (for ought I couldever 
reade) that ſpeaks of a Church-oath to be taken at our ad- 
miſſion into Church-fellowſhip. Indeed we have mention 
made of a Nationall Covenant, and of the Covenant of 
grace, and of ſubſcribing with our hands untothe Lord, Bur 
what are theſero a Church-oath, without which , no 
man 15-t0 be accounted a Chnrch-member,orto have right 
ro the ſeales of the covenant of zrace? To urgethis as an 
Ordinance of Chriſt,is to ſer our poſts by Gods poſts, and our 
threſhold by Gods threſhold, Ezek.43.8.- But if I ſhould 
expatiate any further inthis point, I ſhould exceed the 
limits of an Epiſtle, and therefore I forbear. 

My hearty defire is, That this Covenant which you 
have now taken the ſecond time, may be carried abour . 
you in continuall remembrance, And that it may ſcrve 
inſtead of a thouſand Arguments to make you zealouſly 
ſerviceable, to God, ro Church, and State. Ir is reported 
of Theſeus , that he was ſo taken with the wonderfull 
works of Hercules, that he could nor ſleep for thinking 
of the wonders of Hercules; and when he ſlept, he dreamt 
of Hercules wonders , and was never ſatisfied till hehad 
imicared him in working wonderfull things alſo. And 
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it is alſo related of Themiſtocles , that he had alwayes in 
his thoughts by night and by Cay , the victories of M/- 
tiades, and this made him inſatiablerill he had imitated 
him. Oh that you would thus deale with the Covenant ! 
That you would think of it in your 524, in your cloſets, 
inyour walks, and think of what particulars you have 
ſworn unto, and never leave thinking untill you have 
fully perfermed your Oath and Covenant, And if you 
keep Covenant with God, the great God will keep Covenant 
with you, and all the bleſs:ngs of the Covenant which 
are mentioned in the book ef God, which is the book of the 
Covenant,ſhallbe your portion for ever and ever. Which 
.15the prayer of 


Your much obliged 


Spirituall Servant 


 Emm., Calany, 


The great danger of Covenant-refuſing, 


and Covenant-breaking, 


-2 1 I Me. 3.3 
—T ruce-breakers ; or, Covenant-breakers, 


>= Ou are here met this day, to humble your 
| ſoules before the Lord, and to renue your 
Z)1| ſolemne League and Covenant ; I ſay, to 
EY renue it , and take it the ſecond time. It 
| is no unuſuall thing for the people of God 
2 to repeat and reitcrate their Vows and 
"B29 I Covenants. The great and folemne vow 
which we made to God in Baptifme, is renued every time we 
come to the Lorar Syupper.:. And upon every Faſt day wee 
binde our ſelves anew to God by Covenant. The people of 
F Iſrael entred into covenant, Ezra 10.3, And the fame peo- 
ple(as Chronologers obſerve )did re-engage themſelves inthe —_—_ ———=——_ 
lame Covenant, Neh.10. The Scripture tels us, that Almizhry uu | 
God did: *-fix times. make one andthe athe Fovenart With A= * Gen.12,3.7. 
| braham ; and-iware. the! ſame covenant twice to'7/xac, Geni 13.15, 
26.4-34. And therefore blefled be the great God who hath *5- 23- 
put it into your hearts to engage your ſelves-a ſecond time ,. IH Poe 
into a Nationall Covenant... . 1. NO 0 ET CSEIOY 
There are fx reaſoss-toguitifie thisdayes:;folemnity before 5ix exons to 
Godand all that requirefatisfa&ion about it, - **: | juſtifie the re» 
I, Becauſe this National Covenant hath been a longtime as Ming ofthe 
it were dead and/buried avg quite forgotten amongſt moſt ©2/aitte 


B people, 
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pcople. And therefore it is high time to raiſe ir out of the 
orave of forgerfulneſle : and I hope this day will be to the 
Covenant as a Reſurrettion from the dead. 

2. Becauſe of the great ſcorn and contempt that is caſt 
pon it by divers ſorts of people. The Malignants call it a 
Confpiracy ; others, though not Aalignants, yct maligne the 
Covenant, and call it aſnare,a trap, a temptation, and account 
it a figne ot a tender conſcience to boggple at it, and of a looſe 
conſcience to ſwallow it without ſcruple. And therefere to 
-1xdicate the honour and reputation of the Covenant, and to 
wipe off the aſperſions that are caſt upon it, you doe well 
ro take it the ſecond time. 

2. Becauſe there are ſome that do openly profeſle their 
ſorrow that ever they took it, and would fain recant and 
retrat what they have done, And therefore to manifeſt that 
you are ſtill of the ſame zudgement , and that you doe not 

repent of what you have done, you doe well to take it the 
ſecond time. 

4. Becauſe of the proneneſle that is inall men (even the 
beit of men) to break covenant with God. A Covenant in- 
Eced is a golden Girrale totye us faſt toaGod; it is2 joyning and 
glewing our ſelves to the Lord. . The word 2x& which fignifh- 
cth an Garth, comes from ipx&- which ftgnitieth a Hedge. An 
Oath and Covenant is a ſtrong hedge to keep us from break- 
ing out into diſobedience, It is an entring into boud to be- 
come the Lords ; it is a binding our ſelves apprentice to God. 
Foluntas (lanth Aquinas ) per votum immubiliter firmatar in 
bonum. But yet notwithitanding, the nature of the beſt man 
15 VEry apt tO break theſe bonds , and. to run away from his 
great Lord and Maſter , to ſafter this Hedge to detay , and 
this golden girdle to looſen and ory fe and to disjoyne and 
»nglew himielt from God. And therefore it is not only com- 
. mendable, but very neceſſary (and for this cauſe you are mer 
this day) to enter into bond the ſecond time, to binde and #x- 
roll your ſclves again unto the Lord ; to make up this hedge, 
to tye this golden girdle yet faſter, and to joyn and glew your 
ſelves once more unto the Lord in a perpetnall Covenant 
never to be forgotten, It is reported of Biſhop Hooper, or 

| W 


and Covenant-breaking. 


when he was at the ſtake todeburnr, the Officers offered to 
tye him to the ſtake : but he ſaid , You need not tye me, for 
that God that call'd me hither will keep me from ſtirring ; and 
yet becauſe I am py fleſh, I am willing you ſhould tye me 
faſt, leſt I ſhould ſtir. So may the belt Chriſtian here pre- 
ſent ſay : Lord I amcarnall, fold under finne , I have broken 
thoſe golden cords of the Covenant with which I have tyed 
my felte unto thee. Though I am ſþirir, yet am I fleſh alſo. 
And therefore I come to binde my ſelfe anew. As Dalilah 
dealt with Smpſor, &c. ſodo I delire to deale with my ſelf, 
and to tye my ſelf yer faſter and faſter tro God, if by any 
meanes I might be kept firme to him. 

5. Becauſe of the many glorious deliverance: and ſalvati- 
ens Which God hath vouchſafed unto us. For fince June laſt, 
we have had about 60 conſiderable bleflings and mercies, 
which all are as 60 Arguments to call upon us not only to 
renue our thankfulneſſe, but our Covenant alfo. Thus the. 
people of Iſrael, when God had delivered them out of Egypr, 
renued their Covenant at Horeb, Exod.19. And when they 
were delivered from their Wilderneſſe-enemies, Dext.29. 
And the ſame people did afterwards, when God had given 
them the poſſeſlion of Canaan, re-oblige themſelves by a co= 
venant, Foſs. 24. 

6. Becauſe of the /ad condition the Chxrch of God is in at 
this time. For though God. hath given us glorious vitories 
over our enemies, yet the Churches of Chriſt lye deſolate, 
Church-reformation is obſtru&ted, Charch-Diſcipline unſetled, 
Church-azvifions increaſed, The famous City of Loxdex is be- 
come an Amſterdam, Separation from our Churches is counte- 
nanced, T oleration is cried up, Authority lyeth aſleep. And 
therefore it is high time to take the Covenant again , that ſo 
you may endeavour with renued ſtrength, as one man, vigo« 

roufly and. courageouſly, for the ſetling of the rorrering Ark 
according to the ſphere of capacitic in which God hath put 
you, You ſhall reade in Scripture, that the people of God 
did never any great ſervice for the Church till they renued 
Their Covenant ;- and you ſhall never read but that they did 
very great and glorious ſervices for the Chwrch, after the re» 
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people. And therefore it is high time to raiſe it out of the 
orave of forgetfulneſle : and I hope this day will be to the 
Covenant as a Reſurrefion from the dead. 

2. Becauſe of the great ſcorn and contempt that is caſt 
- 6pon it by divers ſorts of people. The /Malignants call it a 
conſpiracy ; others, though not Malignants, yct maligne the 
Covenant, and call it a ſnare, a trap, a temptation, and account 
it aſigne of a tender conſcience to boggle at it, and of a looſe 
conſcience to ſwallow it without ſcruple. And therefore to 
indicate the honour and reputation of the Covenant, and to 
wipe off the aſperſions that are caſt upon it, you doe well 
to take it the ſecond time. 

3. Becauſe there are ſome that do openly profeſle their 
ſorrow that ever they took it, and would tain recant and 
rctrat what they have done, And therefore to manifeſt that 
you are ſtill of the ſame judgement, and that you doe not 
repent of what you have done, you doe well to take it the 
ſecond time. 

4. Becauſe of the proneneſle that is in all men (even the 
beſt of men) to break, covenant with God. A Covenant in- 
deed is a golden Girale totye us faſt toGod, it isa joyning and 
glewing our ſelves tothe Lord. The word vex& which ſignih- 
cth an Oath, comes from #x«@&- which ſtgniftieth a Hedge. An 
Oath and Covenant isa ſtrong hedge to keep usfrom break- 
ing out into diſobedience, It is an entring into bond to be- 
come the Lords ; it iS a binding our ſelves apprentice to God. 
Voluntas (laith Aquinas) per votum immobiliter firmatar in 
bonum, But yet notwithitanding, the nature of the beſt man 
is very apt tO break theſe bonds , and, to run away from his 
great Lord and Mafter , to ſuffer this Hedge to detay , and 
this go/den girdle to loofken and ane and to disjoyne and 
ungle\ himſelf from God. And therefore it is not only com- 


mendable, but yery neceflary (and for this cauſe you are mer 
this day) to enter into bond the ſecond time, to binde and ix- 
roll your ſelves again unto the Lord ; to make up this hedge, 
ro tye this go/den girdle yet faſter, and to joyn and glew your 
ſelves once more unto the Lord in a _ Covenant 
never to be forgotten, It is reported of Bi 


hop Hooper, thac 
| when 
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when he was at theſtake tobe burnr, the Officers offered to 
tye him to the ſtake : but he fatd , You need not tye me, for 
that God that call'd me hither will keep me from ſtirring ; and 
yet becauſe I am py fleſh, I am willing you ſhould tye me 
faſt, leſt I ſhould ſtir. So may the belt Chriſtian here pre- 
ſent ſay : Lord I am carnalhl, fold under finne , I have broken 
thoſe golden cords of the Covenant with which I have tyed 
my ſelte unto thee. Though I am ſþirir, yet am I fleſh alſo. 
And therefore I come to binde my ſelte anew. As Dalilah 
dealt with S4mpfor, &c. fo do I delire to deale with my ſelf, 
and to tye my ſelf yer faſter and faſter ro God, if by any 
meanes I might be kept firme to him. 

5. Becauſe of the many glorious deliverance: and ſalvati- 
ons Which God hath vouchſafed unto us. For fince June laſt, 
we have had about 60 conſiderable bleflings and mercies, 
"which all are as 60 Arguments to call upon us not only to 
renue our thankfulneſſe, but our Covenant alſo. Thus the 
people of 1ſrael, when God had delivered them out of Egypr, 
renued their Covenant at Horeb, Exod.19. And when they 
were delivered from their Wilderneſſe-enemies, Dexrt.29- 
And the ſame people did afterwards, when God had given 
them rhe poſſeſiion of Canaan, re-oblige themſelves by a co- 
venant, Poſh. 24. 

6. Becauſe of the /ad condition the Church of God is in at 
this time. For though God hath given us glorious victories 
over our enemies, yet the Churches of Chriſt lye deſolate, 
Church-reformation is obſtruted, Charch-Diſciplize unſetled, 
 Church-diviſions increaſed, The famous City of Londen is be- 
come an Amſterdam, Separation from our Churches is counte-= 
nuanced, T oleration 1s cried up, Autherity tyeth aſleep, And 
therefore it is high time to take the Covenant again , that ſo 
you may endeavour with renued ſtrength, as one man, vigo= 
rouſly and. courageouſly, for the ſetling of the 2orrering Ark 
according to the ſphere of capacitic in which God hath put 
you, You ſhall readein Scripture, that the people of God 

d never any great ſervice tor the Church till they renued 
their Covenant ; and you ſhall never rcad but that they did 
very great and glorious ſervices for the Church, after the re» 
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nuing. of their covenant with God. In Zerubbabels time the 
Temple-work ceaſed for many yeares ; but after Zz-a and 
Nehemiah cauſed the people to enter 1nto covenant with 
God, it went on proſperouſly and uninterruptedly, What 
famous things aid the people of God after Zehojada had 
drawn them into a covenant! 2 Kings TI.7.18, Alt the peo- 
ple of the Lord went into the houſe of Baal, and brake it downe, 
hrs Altars and his Images brake they in pieces throughly, c>c. 
The like we reade of Aſa, 2 Chron.15.14,15,16. ol King 
7oſiah, 2 Chron.34.31,32,33+ And thus I doubt not but you 
will endeavour to do in an orderly way according to your 
Places. | 

Theſe are the Arguments to juſtifie this dayes work before 
God to all the Chrittian world. 

To help you in this, ſo pious, ſo Chriſtian, ſo neceſſary, ſo 
ſolemne a buſinefle, I have choſen this Text. In the begin- 
ning of the Chapter the Apoſtle tels us the condition that 
the Church of God ſhould be in, in the laſt dayes, T his know 
alſo, that in the laſt dayes perilons time fhall come. In the ſe- 
cond Verie ke tels us the reaſon why theſe times ſhould be 
ſuch hard and aangerous times; For men ſhall be lovers of them- 
{elves, covetors, Cc. The reaſon is not-drawn from the xy5- 
ſeries and calamities of the laſt times, but from the ſins and 

X iniquitics of the laſt times, 7t zs ſin and iniquity that makes 
ea times truly perilous, Sin, and fin onely, takes away Gods 
4.*-*7*)* love and favour from a Nation, and makes God turn an cne- 


Tudg, 6.1 3* 
x Sam, 28.15, MYtO it. Sinne cauſeth God to take away the purity and 


_ power of his Ordiaaxces troma Nation, Sin makes all the 
Rept: Creatures to be armed againit us, and makes our Own confei- 
5+2Z 


ence T0 fight againit us. Sin is the caxſe otall the cauſes of pen 

rilous times, $4x 1s the cauſe of our civill Warres, 2 Sam. 12, 

I1, $;z 1s the cauſe of our 4/viſions,fames 4.1. Stn 1s the cauſe 

Why men fall into ſuch dangerous errours, 2 Thefſ. 2.11, $4 
brings ſuch kinds of judgements which no other cneniy can” © 

bring. $7» brings invilible, ſpirituall, & erernallgudgements, 
Rom, 1.24 It is-/;4 that makes God give over a Nation tO a reprobare 

ſenſe. $in makes all times dangerous,. Let the times be ne-- 

vcrſp proſperous, yet itthey be finkull times, they are Flows 

| truly 
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truly dangerous. And if they be not ffa/, they are not din- 
yerous though never ſo miſerable, It is ſj» that makes affli- 
ions to be the fruits of Gods revenging wrath , part of the 
c#r/e due to ſin, and a beginning of He/l. It is in, and fn 0n- 
ly, that imbitters every affliction. Let us forever look npon 
ſin through theſe Scriprare-Spettacles. 

The Apoſtle in tour Verſes reckons up 19 f5u5,as the cauſes 
ofthe mileries ofthe laſt dayes.-I may truly call theſe 19 ſins, 
Englands Looking-glaſſe , wherein we may ſee what axe the 
clonds that eclipſe Gods corntenante from ſhining upon us : 
the Mountains that lyec in the way to hinder the ſettlement 
of Charch-diſciflize, Even theſe 19 (ns Which are as an [ro;: 
whip of 19 ſtrings, with which God is whipping England at 
this day ; which are as 19 Fagets, with which God 1s burn- 
ingand devouring E-g/and. My purpoſe is not to ſpeak of 
all theſe fins : Only let me propound a Divine projett how 
to make the times truly happy, for ſoul and body. And that 
is, Toſtrike at the root of all miſery, which is ſn and iniquity. 
To repent for,and from all theſe 1y fins, whichare as the Oy/ 
that feedeth, & encreaſeth the flame that is now conſuming 
of us. For becauſe men are /overs of themſelves, V/que ad con- 
temptum Dei > Reipublice. Becauſe men drive their own de- 
ſignes not only to the negle, but contempt of God, and the 
Common-wealth, Becauſe men are coveroxs, lovers of the 
world more then lovers of God. Becauſe they are proxd in 
head, heart, looks, and apparell. Becauſe they are wthank/wll, 
turning the mercies of God into in{truments ot fin, and ma- 
King Darts with Gods bleflings to ſhoot againlt God, Be- 
caule men are holy and heady, and make many covehants, 
and keep none.. Becauſe they are (as the Greek word {tgnt- 
eth) Devils, ating the Devils part in accuſing the brethren, 
and in bearing falſe witneſle one againtt another. Becauſe 
they have a form of Godlineſſe dexying the power thereof , &c. 
hence it is that theſe times are ſo tad and bloody, Theſe.are 
thine enemics, © Ernglazd, that have brought thee into this 
deſolate condition ! Theſe are the fins that will recruic the 
Kings army, if ever it be recruited : and it ever God lead ns 
back into the wilderncſle, it will be becauſe of theſe linnes. 
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And therefore if ever you would have bleſſed dayes, you 
muſt make it your great bulinefſe to remove thee 19 moun- 
eains,and to repent of thele land-devouring,and ſoul-deſtroy= 
ing abominations. | 

At this time I ſhall pick out thefirſt, and the tenth ſin to 
ſpeak on. The firſt is /e{fe-love , which 1s placed in the fore- 

front; as the cauſe of all the reſt, Se/fe-/ove is not only a fin 
that makes the rimes perilous, but it is the cauſe of all thoſe ſins 
that make the times perilous. For becauſe-men are lovers of 
themſelves , therefore they are coverorts , proud, nuholy , 
&c. The tenth finne is rruce-breaking, and for teare leſt 
the time ſhould prevent me, I will begin with this ſinne firſt, 

The tenth fin then is tz#ce. breakers, 0r,as Rom. 1.33. Co- 
venant-breakers. The Greek word ts 2070, which fignift- 
eththree things. Firſt ſuch as arc feders ne(ci, as Beza ren- 
ders it;or as others, iwfe&derabiles; that is, ſuch as refuſe to cn- 
rer into Cavenant. Or ſecondly , fuch as are fadifragi, qus 
patta nou ſervant, (as Eſtins hath it) or ſine fide , as Ambroſe; 
that is, ſuch as break Faith and Covenant. Or thirdly , ſuch 
as are 1placabiles,or as others, ſine pace; that 1s , ſuch as are 
implacable, and haters of peace. 

' According to this three-fold ſenſe of the word, I ſhall ga- 
ther theſe three obſervations, 

Dot. 1. Thut tobe a Coveuant-refuſer , 1s a fin that makes 

the times perilous. 

Doc. 2. That to be a Covenant-breaker, 1 a fin that makes 

the times perilons, 

Dodt. 3. That to be apeace-hater, or a trace- hater, is a ſin 

that makes the times perilons. 

To begin with the firſt. 

Doctrine the firſt. That to be a Coverant-refwſer, is a ſinne 
that makes the times perilons. To be faderis neſcins, or infade» 
derabilis. Fox the underſtanding of this, you mult know that 
there are wo ſorts of Covenants. There are devils and hels 
{i Covenants,and there are godly and religious Covenants. 
Firſt, there are devillih Covenants, ſuch as A&s 23. 13, and 
I{aizh 23, 15. ſuch as the holy league (as it was unjuſtly cal- 


ied) in France againit the Hugonires, and that of our Gun- 
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powder Traitors in England: ſuch are our Oxford Covenants 
for the deſtruction of the Parliament, and godly party. Now 
to refuſe to take ſuch Covenants, is not to make the times 
perilons, but the taking of them makes the times perilous, 
Secondly , there are godly and religions Covenants ; fach as 

ob 31.1, I have made a Covenant with mine eyes , why then 
ſnonld I thinke upon a maid? Such as Pſal, 119. I have ſworne 
I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous judgements, ſuch 
as 2 Chron. 15. 14, And ſuch as this 1s, which you are met to 
take this day, For you arc to fweare to ſuch things which 
you are bound to endeavour after, though you did not ſwear, 
Your ſwearing is not /o/am vinculum , but nova vinculum, 
15 Not the ozely, but onely a »ew and another bond to ty you 
ro the obedience of the things you ſweare unto; which are ſo 
excellent and ſo glorious,that it God give thoſe that take it a 
heart to keep it,it will make theſe three Kingdomes the glory 
of the world. And as one of the Reverend Commiſſioners of 
| Scotland ſaid when it was firkt taken in a molt folemn man- 
ner at Yeftminſter, by the Parliament and the Aflemblyz 
T hat if the Pope ſhould have this Covenant written wpon a wall 
over againſt him {ating in his chair, it would be nnto hins like the 
band-writing to Belihazzar; caufmg the joints of hus loynes to 
looſe , and has kuees to ſmute one againſt awother, And I may 
adde, that if it be faithfully and tully kept, it will make all 
the Devils in belt to tremble, as fearing teſt their Kingdome 
fhould not long ſtand. Now then fora man to .be an Anri- 
couenanter, and to be ſuch a Covenant-refuſer, i mult needs 
be a ſin thar makes the times perifons. 

And the reaſon is, 

1 Becauſe you ſhall find in Scripture that when any nati- 
on didenter into a folemn religious Covenant, God did ex- 
ceedingly blefke and profper that nation after that time ; As 
appeares, 2 Chron, 15. 19. 2 Kings11, 20, 'And we have 2 
promiſe forit, Deut. 29. 12, 13. That thow ſoonldeſt enter 
iro Covenant With the Lord thy God, co That be may eft + 
bliſh ther ro day for a prople unto himfelfe , and that he may be 
unto thee a God, &c. And therefore to be a Covenant-refzſcr, 
is to make our miſcries perperuall, 

2 Becauſc 
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2 Becauſe as it is-the higheſt a& of Gods /ove to man, ts 
vouchſafe to engage himſelte by Ozth and Covenant to be his 
God, ſo it is the higheſt demonſtration of mans /ove to God, to 
bind himſelte by Oath and Covenant to be Gods, There is 
nothing-obligeth God more to us, then to ſee us willing to ty 
and bind our ſelves faſt unto his ſervice. And therefore the 
that in this ſenſe are Anticovenanters, are ſons of Belial; that 
refuſe the yoake of the Lord, that ſay, as Pſalm. 2, 3. Let 
breake his bands aſunder, and caſt away his cords from us ; (uch 
as Oderunt vincula piet41ts, Which 18 a ſoul-delſtroying , and 
land-deſtroying {1n. | 
3 Becauſc that the union of England, Scotland, and Tres 
land, into one Covent, 15 the chiet, it not the onely preſer = 
vative of them at this time. You ſhall ftind-in our Engliſh 
Chroniclers, that Ezgland was never deſtroyed, but when di- 
vided within it ſelf. Our civill diviſions brought in the Ro- 
mans, the $ axons, Danes, and Normans. But now the Anti- 
covenanter, he divides the Parliament within it {clt , and the 
City within it ſelf, and Englandagainit it ſelt;he is as a toe 
ſeparated from the building,which is0fno uſe to it ſelf, and 
threatnerh the ruine of the building, 7e/ws Chriſt is called in 
Scripture the corner-ſtone , Which is a ſtore that unites two 
ends of a building together; 7eſ7« Chriſt is aſtone of union, 
and therefore they that ſow diviſion , and ſtudy unjuſt ſepa- 
ration , have little of Ze/#% Chriſt in them, When the tex 
tribes began to divide trom the other two tribes, they. pre- 
ſcently began to watrre one agatnſt another, and to ruine one 
another. The Anticovenarter he divides, and ſeparates, and 
diſunites; and therefore he makes the times perilous, 
. ., Theuſe ts, | 
1 Toireprove thoſe that refuſe to enter into Covenant 

with God; and more particularly, thoſe that refule ro take 
this ſolemne League and Covenant.. Theſe are of two ſorts. 
I. Such as refuſe it out of Xfalignity : 2, Such as retuſe it out 
of zwncceſſary ſcrupuloſity ; that raiſe and foment doubts, ta 
hinder themſclves and others from taking it, As for the firſt, 
I will not call your goodneſſe and my charity ſo much in que= 
Rion, as to ſpend time about them, And for the aber. 1 
Sa Oe | conceive 
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conceive that thoſe that ſctuple it, are amongſt the number 
of thoſe that arc abſent, and therefore I ſhould but idle a- 
way precious time tO ſatisfhe the objections of thoſe that are 
not preſent, to recover ſatisfaction, 

There arc ſome men of whom I may ſay as the Apoſtle doth 
to the Galatians,Gal. 1.6.T marvell that you are ſo ſoon removed 
from him that called you, cc. And as Gal. 4.15. [ beare you 
record, that if it had been poſſible, you would have plucked out 
your own eyes, and given them to me; Am [I therefore become 
your enemy, Cc. SO may 1 lay of many: I wonder aud may- 
vell to ſee how ſuddenly they are changed from that good 
opinion they once had of theCovenant;For I bear the record, 
that there was a time when they not onely took it willingly, 
but would have hazarded their very lives in defence ot it; 
How is it then that the Covenant is become an enemy to 
them, and they unto the Covenant ? Surely the change is not 
in the Covenant, but in the CovenanteFs. I have much to ſay 
in defence of it, and did ſay much when it was firſt taken ; 
which now to repeat will not be uſctull, and I believe for the 
company here preſent ,-very- unneceſlary ; and therefore I 
forbeare. | | 

The ſecond uſe is to exhort you to-be-Covenant-takers 
this day, and to take it with theſe qualifications, 

1. Solemnly, and ſeriouſly , and tremblingly ; as in Gods 
preſence, Ezra. 10.3, : 

2. With hearty griefe and ſorrow for all our former Apo« 
ſtaſies and Covenamt-breakings, er. 50. 4. 5. 


3. With judgement and underſtanding, Neh. 10, 28, right» 


ly informed of the true ſenile and meaning of-every particu» 
lars ++ OY le Ae, 


4. With a full aſſwraxce that it is ana very pleaſing unto. 


God, and that God is much honoured by'it, © _ 
5. Freely andcheerfally,as they did, 2 Chron. 15+ 14. '_. 
_ 16, Faithfully and fpxterely,with all your hearcs and ſouls, 
and with:your whole-defirez 2 Chron.15; 1252 Ghron34 31, 
32. with apsrpo/e to joyn yourſelves to the-Lord in a perpe= 
tuall Covenant, never to be forgotten. Fer. 50.5, 
As tor motives to perfwade you to the. practice of theſe 
C things, 
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things, and for rules and direQions about the manner of ta- 
king of it, I ſhall leave them wholly to my Reverend brother 
who is to ſucceed; who will undertake this work fully and at 
large. My chief aym is at the ſecond dodtrinez which is, 
D.Ctrine 2» That for a Covenant-taker to be a Covenant-breaker , is 2 
fin that makes the times perilous. 
For the opening of this point, I muſt diſtinguiſh again of 
Covenants. There are civil, and there are religious Cove- 
nants. Acivill Covenant,is a Covenant between man and man; 
and of this the text is primarily, though not oxely to be under- 
ſtood. Now for a man to break promiſe and Covenant with 
his brother, is a /and-deſtroying , and ſoule- devouring abonsi- 
wation, We read 2 Say. 21. that becauſe Sax! had broken the 
Covenant that Foſhnah made wigh the Gibeonites, God ſent 
a famine in Davids time of three yeares continuance : To 
reach us, that if we falſifie our Word and Oath , God will a- 
venge covenant-breaking, thoughit be forty yeares after, Fa- 
mous is that text, Fer. 34. 17, 18, 19, 20. Becauſe the Princes 
and the People brake rhe covenant which they had made with 
their ſervants (though but their ſervants) God tels them. 
Becauſe ye have not hearkned unto me in proclaiming liberty 
every one to his brother, &-c. Behold, I proclaim liberty for you, 
ſaiththe Lord to the ſwora, to the peſtilence, and to the famine; 
and I will make you to be removed into all the Kingdomes of the 
earth; ec, We read alſo Ezek. 17,18, 19, 20. That God tels 
Zedekiah becauſe he brake the covenant he had made with 
the King of Babylon, that therefore he would recompence upe 
ou his head the oath that he had deſpiſed, and the covenant that 
he had broken, would bring hins to Babylon,aud plead with him 
there for the treſpaſſe which he had trefpaſſed againſt the Lord. 
David tels us, P/ctx5. 4. that it is a fin that ſhuts a man'out of 
heaven, The Turkiſh hiſtories tell us of a covenant of peace 
madebetween Anwmraththe great Turk, and Ladiſlaws King 
of Hungary; and how the. Pope abſolved Zadiſlare 


from his 
oath, and 'provoked him to renye the warre. In which war 
the Turk being put to the worlt, and deſpairing of victory, 
puls out a paper which he had in his boſome wherein the 
league was Wreten; and faid,0 tho God of the Chriſtians, if 
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thou beeſt a true Goa, be revenged of thoſe that without cauſe 
. «have broken the league made by calling upon thy name, And the 
ſtory ſaith, that after he had ſpoken theſe words, he had as it 
were a newheart and ſpirit put into him, and his ſouldiers, and 
that they obtained a glorious vitory over Ladiſlans. Thus 
God avenged the quarrel of mans covenant. The like ſtory we 
have of Rodolphns Duke of Swuevia, who by the Popes affine. 
tion waged war with Hexry the fourth Emperony of Germany, 
to whom he had ſworn the contrary, The Pope ſent a Crowr: 
to him with this Motto : Petra dedit Petro, Petrus diadem. 
Rodolpho; but in the fight it chanced that Rodo/phus loſt his 
right hand; and falling fick upon it, he called for it, and ſaid, 
Spettate hanc aextram legitima ſupplicia expendentem, que 
fidem ſacramento munitam, © Henrico Domino mes datam,uc= 
bis urgentibus, preter equum & jus temere violavit. Behold 
this right hand with which I ſubſcribed to the Empe- 
rour,, with which I have violated my oath , and there- 
fore I am rightly puniſhed , I will not trouble you in re- 
lating the gallant ſtory of Regw1l#s, that choſe rather to ex- 
poſe himſelte to a cruell death, then to falfthic his oath to the 
Carthaginians. The ſumme of all is, if it be ſuch a crying abo* 
mination to break covenant between man and man, and if 
ſuch perſons are accounted as the off-/couring of men , not 
worthy to live in a chriſtia»,no not in a heathenCommon-weal: 
If it be a fin that drawes down vengeance from heaven, and 
excludes a man from heaven ; muchmore for a man to enter 
into a covenant with the greatJchovah,ind to break ſuch re- 
ligious engagement; this mult needs be a deſtroying and foul- 
daning fin. And of ſuch religious covenants Iam now to ſpeak 
There are two covenants that God made with man, 4 cove- 
nant of nature, and 2 covenant of grace. The covenant of na+ 
ture (or of works)was made with Adam,and all mankind-in 
him. This covenant Adaw broke , and God preſently had a 
quarrel againſt him for breaking of it ,Gen. 3. 8,9. And to 
avenge the quarrell of the covenant,hewas thruſt out of Par 
dife; and there was a ſiord alfo placed at the Eaſt end of rhe 
Garden of Edey, to a covenanr-breaking. And by na- 
gure we are all children of wrath, heics of hell, becauſe of rhe 


| C2 _ breach 


i — 
yt 


10 The great danger of Covenant-refuſing, 
things, and for rules and dire&ions about the manner of ta- 
king of it, I ſhall leave them wholly to my Reverend brother 
who is to ſucceed; who will undertake this work fully and at 
large, My chiefaym is at the ſecond dodtrine, which is, 
D.trine2» That for a Covenant-takgr tobe a Covenant-breaker , is a 
fin that makes the times perilous, 
For the opening of this point, I muſt diſtinguiſh again of 
Covenants. There are civil, and there are religious Cove- 
nants, Acivill Covenant, is a Covenant between man and man; 
and of this the text is primarily, though not 9; Ai be under- 
ſtood. Now for a man to break promiſe and Covenant with 
his brother, is a /and-deſtroying , and ſoule-devouring abonsi- 
wation, We read 2 Sam. 21.that becauſe Sax/ had broken the 
Covenant that foſhnah made with the Gibeonites, God ſent 
a famine in Davids time of three yeares continuance : To 
teach us, that if we falſifie our Word and Oath , God will a- 
venge covenant-breaking, thoughit be forty yeares after, Fa- 
mous 1s that text, fer. 34. 17, 18, 19, 20. Becauſe the Princes 
and the People brake the covenant which they had made with 
their ſervants (though but their ſervants) God tels them. 
Becauſe ye have not hearkned unto me in proclaiming liberty 
every one to his brother, &-c. Behold, I proclaim liberty for you, 
[aith the Lord to the ſwora, to the peſtilence, and to the famine; 
and I will make you to be removed into all the Kingdomes of the 
earth; ec, We read alſo Ezck, 17, 18, 19, 20. That God tels 
Zeadekiah becauſe he brake the covenant he had made with 
the King of Babylon, that therefore he would recompence np» 
ou his head the oath that he had deſpiſed, and the covenant that 
he had broken,&+ would bring hins toBabylon,aud plead with him 
there for the treſpaſſe which he had trefpaſſed againſt the Lord. 
David tels us, Pct 5. 4. that it is a fin that ſhuts a man out of 
heaven, The Turkiſh hiſtories tell us of a covenant of peace 
made between Amwuraththe great Turk, and Ladiſlaus King 
of Hungary; and how the Pope abſolved Zadiſlars from his 
oath, and iprovoked him to renye the warre, In which war 
the Turk being put $0 the worlt, and deſpairing of victory, 
; puls out a paper which he had in his boſome wherein the 
*  kague was Wrten; and ſaid,0 thou God of the C ny. if 
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thou beeſt a true God, be revenged of thoſe that without canſe 
have broken the league made by calling upon thy name. And the 
ſtory faith, that after he had ſpoken theſe words, he had as it 
were a new heart and ſþirit put into hims, and his ſouldiers, and 
that they obtained a glorious vitory over Ladiſlars. Thus 
God avenged tne quarrel of mans covenant. The like ſtory we 
have of Rodolphus Duke of Suevia, who by the Popes inſtiga- 
tion waged war with Hezxry the fourth Emperonr of Germany, 
to whom he had ſworn the contrary, The Pope ſent a Crows: 
to him with this Motto : Petra dedit Petro, Petrus diadem. 
Roaolpho; but in the tight it chanced that Rodolphns loſt his 
right hand; and falling ſick upon it, he called for it, and ſaid, 
Spettate hanc dextran legitima ſupplicia expendentem , que 
fidem ſacramento munitam, + Henrico Domino mes datam,uc- 
bis urgentibus, preter equum C& jus temere violavit. Behold 
this right hand with which I ſubſcribed to the Empe- 
rour, with which I have violated my oath , and there- 
fore I am rightly puniſhed , I will not trouble you in re- 
lating the gallant ſtory of Reglzs, that choſe rather to ex- 
poſe himſelfe to a cruell death, then to falfific his oath to the 
Carthaginians. The ſumme of all is, if it be ſuch a crying abo- 
mination to break covenant between man and man, and if 
ſuch perſons are accounted as the off-/couring of mQ , not 
worthy to live in a chriſt;a»,no not in a heathenCommon-weal: 
If it be a fin that drawes down vengeance from heaven, and 
excludes a man from heaven z much more for a man to enter 
into a covenant with the greatJehovah,and to break ſuch re- 
ligious engagement; this muſt needs be a deſtroying and foul- 
daning fin. And of ſuch religious covenants Iam now to ſpeak 
There are two covenants that God made with man, 4 cove= 
2143t of nature, and 2 covenant of grace, The covenant of na- 
ture (or of works)was made with Adam,and all mankind in 
him. This covenant Adam broke , and God preſently had a 
quarrell againſt him for breaking of it ,Gen. 3. 8,9. And to 
avenge the quarrell of the covenant,he was thruſt out ofPar- 
dife; and there was a ſword alſo placed at the Eaſt end of rhe 
Garden of Edey, to avenge covenanr-breaking. And by na- 
ure we are all children of _— heics of hell, becauſe of the 
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breach of- that covenant. And therefore we ſhould never 
think of origmall ſin , Or of the ſinfulneſſe and curſedneſſe of 
Dur uaturall condition , but We ſhould remember what a grie- 
wor ſin Covenant-breaking ts. 

Bur after man was fallen, God was pleaſed to ſtrike a new 
covenant, which is uſually called a covenant ot grace , or of 
reconciliation;a copy of which you ſhall read, Ezek.,16.7,8,9, 
This was firſt propounded to Adam by way of promiſe, Gea.3 , 
The Sced of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpents head. And 
then to Abram by way of Covenant,Gen. 17. In thy Seed ſhall 
vll the nations of the World be bleſſed. And then to Moſes by 
way of Teſtament, Exod. 33.It is nothing elſe but rhe free 
and gracious tender of Feſus Chriſt and all bus rich purchaſes to 
ull the loſt and undone ſons of Adam, that ſhall beleeve in himzoy , 
as the phraſe is, Iſai.5 6. 4. that ſhall take hold of the covenart. 
Now you muſt know that Baptiſme is a ſeal of this covenant, 
and that all that are baptized, doe facramentally at leaſt en- 
gage themſelves to walk before God,and to be upright ; and 
God likewiſe engageth himſelt to be their God. This cove- 
nant is likewiſe renued when we come to the Lords Supper, 
wherein we bind -our ſelves by a ſacramentall- oath unto 
thanktulneſſe to God for Chrilt. Adde further , that beſides 
this generall covenant of grace whereot the Sacraments are 
ſeales, there are particular and perſonall, and tamily,and na- 
rionall covenants, Thus fob had his covenant, Fob 20. and 
David, Pſal. 119. 106. And when he came to be King , he 


-joyned in a covenant with his people , to ſerve the Lord. 


Thus A/a, Fehoiada,and Fofrah,&c, Thus the people of Ifracl 


had not onely a covenant in c:rcamcifpon , but renued a cove=- 


nant inHoreb,& in Moab;and did often again and again bind 
themſelvs to God by vow and covenant. And thus the Chur- 
ches of the Chriſtians, beſides the vow in Baptiſme,have ma- 
ny perſonall and nationall engagements unto God by 
covenant, which are nothing elſe but the renovations, and 
particular applications of that firſt vow in Baptiſme. Ot this 
nature is the covenant you are to renue this day, &c, 


Now give me leave to ſhew you what a ſWord-procurine, . 


and /orul-wnaving finne , this fin of Covenant-breaking is; and 
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ethen threaſon of it. Famous is that text, Levi. 26, 25. 

And I will ſenamy ſword which ſhall avenge the quarrell of my 

covenant.The words in the Hebrew run thus:I will avenge the 

avengement, In Greek «© x10w wdixnoiv. The Latin, wlciſcar 
ultionem; Which importeth thus much. That God is at open 

 warand at publique defiance with thoſe that break his cove- 

nant; he is not onely angry with them, but he will be reven- 
ged of them. The Lord hath a controverſie with all cove- 

nant-breakers,H»/.4. 1.0r as it is, Lev. 26. 23. The Lord will 

walk contrary to them. In the 29, of Dexter. firſt God takes 
his people into covenant, and then he tels them of the hap- 
py condition they ſhould bee in it they did keep cove- 
nant. Bur if they did breake coucnant , he tels them, ver/e 
20, 21, 22,23, 24,25. That the Lord Will not ſpare him ; but 
the anger of the Lord and his jealoufies ſhall ſmoak_ againſt that 
man, und all the curſes that are written in this book, ſhall lie up- 
on him, and the Lord ſhall blot ont h:s name from under heaven. 
And the Lord ſhall ſeparate him, Cc. And when the nations 
ſhall ſay , Wherefore hath the Loyd done thus unto this land? 
What meaneth the heat of this great anger ? Then ſhall men (a 7, 
- Becanſe they have forſaken the covenant of the Lord God of 
their Fathers, &c. This was the (in that cauſed God to 
ſend his people ct Iſrael into captivity, and to remove the 
candleſtick trom the Aitan Churches. Ir is for this ſin that the 
ſword is now devouriug Germany,TIreland,and England, &c. 
God hath fent his ſword to avenge the quarrel! of his cove- 
nanc. 


_ The reaſons why this ſin is a God-provoking fin are, | Reaſon 1. 


Becauſe that ro ſiane againſt the covenantyis a greater ſinne 
then to pr againſt a Commandement of God, or to fin againſt 
a promiſe,or toſinagainſt an Ordinance of God. Firſt , it is 
a greater {in then to break a Commandement of God. For the 
more mercy there 1s in the thing we in againſt, the greater is 
the {in. Now there 1s more mercy in a Covekartthen in a bare 
Commandemenr. The ec els us our Kuty , but 
gives no.-power to doe it, But the covenant” of grace gives 
powerto doe what it requires to be. done. And therefore if 
- 1t be a hel-procuring ſin to break the leaſt of Gods Comman- 
S: C3 _—_ 1 
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dements, much more to be a Covenant-breaker, Heb.10,28, 
29. Secondly, it is a greater ſin then to fin —_— a promiſe 
of God,becauſe a Covenant is a promiſe joyn'd with an oath, 
it is a mutuall ſtipulation between God and us. And there- 
fore if it be a great fin to break promiſe, much more to break 
covenant. Thirdly, it is a greater ſin then to fin againſtan 
Ordinance, becauſe the Covenant is the root and ground of 
all the Ordinances, It is by virtue of the Covenant that we 


are made partakers of the Ordinances. The Word is the book, 


of the Covenant, and the Sacraments are the Seales of the Co» 
venant. And if it be a fin of an high nature to fin againſt 
the book of the Covenant and the /eales of the Coves 
»ant, much more againlt the Covenart it ſelte, To break 
covenant 15*a fundamental ſinne, it raſeth the very founs 
dation of Chriſtianity , becauſe the Covenant 1s the foun- 
dation of all the priviledges, and prerogatives, and hopes 
of the Saints of God. And therefore we reade, Epheſ.2.12, 
that a ſtranger from the Covenant 1s one Without hope, All 
hope of Heaven is cut oft where the Covenant is willingly 
broken. To break covenant u an univerſal fin, 1t includes all 
other ſins. By virtue of the Covenant, we tye our ſelves to 
the obedience of Gods Commandements, we give up our 
ſelves to the guidance of 7eſ#s Chriſt, we take him for our 
Lord and King. All the promiſes of this life and that that is 
to come, are contained within the Covenant, The Or- 
dinances are fruits of the Covenant, And therefore they that 
forſake the Covenant , commit many ſins in one, andbring 
not only many, but all curſes upon their heads, The ſumme 
of the firſt Argument is : 1f the Lord will avenge the quarrell 
of his Commandement , if God was avenged upon the ſticks 
gatherer for breaking the Sabbath, much more willhe be a» 
venged upon a Covenant-breaker. If God will avenge the 
quarrell of a promiſe, it the quarrel of an Ordinance : it the 

that rcje& the Ordinances ſhall be puniſhed ; Of how much 
ſeverer puniſhment ſhall they be thought Worthy, that trample 
under their feet the blood of the Covenant ? It God was aven- 
]ed of thoſc that abuſed the 4rk of the Covenant, much 
more wul he puniſh thyſe that abuſe the rge/ ofthe _ 
aHAant, (© 
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© The ſecond reaſon why covenant-breaksng is ſuch a Land- Reaſon 2. 


deſtroying {in is, becauſe it is a moſt ſolemne and ſerious 
thing to enter into covenant with God ; a matter of ſuch great 
weight and importance, that it is impoſſible but God ſhould 
be exccedingly provoked with thoſe that ſlight it and dif-re- 
ſpe& it, The Vow in Bapti/me 15 the firſt, the moſt generall 
and the ſolemneſt vow that ever any Chriſtian took, ſaith 
Chryſoſtome ; wherein he doth not only romiſe, but engage 
himſelfe by covenant in the fight of God and his holy An- 
sels to be the ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore God will 
not hold him guiltleſs that breaks this vow. The ſolemnirty & 
weightineſfle of covenant=-taking conliſteth in three things. 

3. Becauſe it is made with the glorious Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth, who will not be trifled and baffled withall. And 
therefore what ehoſaphat ſaid to his Judges, 2 Chron.19.6. 
T ake heed What you doe , for ye judge not for men, but for the 
Lord, who 1s with you in judgements ; wherefore noW let the fear 
of the Lord be upon you, Cc. The like I may ſay to every one 
that enters into covenant this day. Take heed what you doe, 


for it ts the Lords covenant , and there is no iniquity With the 


Lord, wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be upon you: Foy 
err God is a holy Goa, hes ajealous God, he will not forgive 
your tran{greſſions, nor your ſins, be Zales ſaith, 7oſ.24-19. 
- 2. Becaule the articles .of the Covenant are weighty and 
of great importance. In the Covenant of grace God inga- 
scth himſelt ro give Chriſt , and with him, all temporall, 
{pirituall, and eternall bleſſings, and we engage our ſelvesto 
be his faithfull ſervants all our dayes. In this Covenant we 
oblige -our ſelves to do great matters that neerly concerne 
the glory of God, the good of our own ſoules, and the hap- 
pincſle of three Kingdomes, And in ſuch oy and heaven- 
ly things which ſo neerly concerne our everlaſting eſtate, to 
dally and trifle muſt needs incenſe the anger of the great 
Jehovah. | vir 
3- The manner uſed both by Zewes, Heathen, and Chriſti- 
ans, incntring into Covengyr, doth clearly ſet out the weigh- 
zineſſe of it, and what a horrible ſin it is to break it. - The cu- 
Rome amongſt the Fewes will appear by divers texts of Scrip- 
$281 cure 3 
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Gen.r5,.10, 
17,18, 


ture:7er.34.18, it iSfald , And Twill give the men that have 
rrauſgreſſed my covenant, Which have aot performed'the Worde 
of the Covenant which they had made before me, when they cut 
the Calfe in twain, and paſſed between the parts thereof, The 
words they. uſed when they paſled between the parts were, 
So God divide me, tf I keep not covenant. Neh.5.1 2, Nehe- 
miah took an oath of the Prieſts,and ſhook his lap and ſaid, 
So God ſhake out every mar from his houſe, and from his labour, 
that performeth not this promiſe, even thizs be he ſhaken out and 
emptied, And all the Congregation ſaid, Amzn. In the 15 of 
Geneſis Abrahars divided the Heiter, and ſhee-Goat, and a 
Ram, &c. And when the $11 Was down,a /moaking furnace and 
burning lampe paſſed between theſe pieces. This Fd repreſent 
Gods preſence, faith Clemens Alexanarinus, and it was as if 
God ſhould fay : Behold,rlys day I enter into covenant with 
thee, and if thou keepelt covenant, I will be as a bxr1 

[ampe to illighten and to comfort thee: Bur it thou breake 

covenant, I will be like a /makzing furnace to conſume thee, 
Thus alſo Ex04.24.6. doſes makes a covenant with HUrael, 
and offers ſacrifices, and takes the blood of the ſacrifice and 
divides it, and half of it he ſprinkles upon the Altar,(which 
repreſented Gods part) and the other halt he ſprinkled upon 
the people, as ifhe ſhould ſay, As this blood z5 divided, ſo will 
God divide you if you break covenant. This was the cultome a- 
moneſt the Jewes. Amongſt the Romans, Ceſa firmabant fe- 
dera porca.: And when it was divided, the Feciales gave one 
halt ro one party, and the other halt ro the other, and ſaid, 
So God divide you aſunder rf you break this covenant, and let 


God doe this ſomnuch the more by how much he is the more able, 


Hinc faans a feds ammali ( ſcilicet porco) diviſo. Sometimes 
they did make covenants by taking atone in their hands and 


ſaying, 1f Imake this covenant ſeriouſly and faithfully, then let 
the great 7upiter bleſſe me, If not, ſo let me be caſt away from + 
* the face of the Gods as I caſt away this ſtone, This was called 


Purare per Jovem lapidem. All theſe things are not empry 
notions, and metaphoricall hadoWes, but reall and ſubſtantiall 
raiſes, ſignifying unto us, That God will, and muſt (tos it 
ſtands with his honor to do it) divide and breakthemin mow: 
Fat 
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that break covenant with hinz: This day you are to take a Co- 
venant by the lifring up of your hands unto the moſt high 
God,- which is a moſt empharicall ceremony ,whereby we bo 
as it were call God to be a wirzeſſe and a jade of what we 
do, and a rewarder or a revenger, according as we keep or 
break the-Covenant, It we Keep at, the lifting up of onr hands 
will be as an Evening /acrifice.; it we break it, the liſting up 
of our hands will be as the /ifting 1p of the hands of a Malefa- 
for at the Bar, and procure woe and miſery and wringing of 
hands at the great day of appearing. | 
The third reaſon: why G 
are Covenant-breakers, is, becauſe that a Covenant is the 
greateſt obligation, and the moſt forcible chain that can be in- 
vented to tye us to obedience and ſervice. God may jultly 
challenge obedience without covenantiag by virtue of crea- 
tion, preſervation, and redemption; he hath made us, and 
when loſt, he hath purchaſed us with his blood. But being 
willing more abundantly to maniteſt his love, and that we 
might be the more taſtned ro him, he hath tyed himſelfto us, 
and us to him by the {trong bond of a Covenant ; as it God 
ſhould fay, Oh ye ſons of men, 'I ſee. youare rebell;ous, and 
ſons of Betial, and therefore ifir be poſſible, I will make you 
ſurc. I will engage you unto me, not only by creation, pre- 
ſervation and redemption, but alſo by the right of covenant 
and aſſociation. 1 will make you mine by promiſe and 04th. 
And ſurely he that will break theſe bonds, is as bad as the 
man poſlefled with the Dewi4in the Gofpe/, whom no chaines 
could keep fa{t. When we enter into covenant with God, we 
take the oath of Supremacy, and {wear unto him that he thall 
be our chiet Lord and Governoar., and that we will admit of 
no forein power or juriſdiction, but that God ſhall be all in 
all. We likewiſe take the oath of 4/egrarnce to be his (er- 
vants and vaſlals, and that he {hall be our Supreame in fpiri- 
ruals and temporals. Now tor a Chriſta that belicyes there 
is a Godgto break both theſe oathes of a/legiance and /upremu- 
cy , it 15curſed rreaſon againſt the God of heayen, which ſurely 


od will de avenged of thoſe that Rea/or 2. 


God will be. avenged of. Amongſt the Romans , when any: 
Souldier was preficd , he took an oathto ſerve his (aptainc 
| D alth- 
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faichfully, and not to forſake him, and he wascalled Afiles 
per ſacramentum. Sometimes one took an oath tor all the 
reſt, and the others only ſaid , The ſame oath that A. B. took, 
the ſame do IT. And theſe were called Milites per conjuratio- 
nem, Or milites evocati. And when any fouldier forlook his 
Captain, he had Martiall law executed upon him. Thus it 
is with every Chriſtian: He is a proteſled ſouldier of Chriſt, he 
hath taken prefle-money,he hath ſworn and taken the Sacra- 
22ent upon it to become the Lords, he is miles per ſacramenty, 
& miles per Conjur at 10nem. And it he forſake his Captaine and 
break covenant, the great Lord of Hoſts will be avenged of 
him, as it is Written, fer.11.3. Curſed be the man that obey-, 
eth not the words of this covenant. To break covenant is a 
ſin of perjr5,which is a ſin of a high nature ; and if for oazhes 
the Land moxrneth, much more tor breach of oathes, Tg 
break covenant is a fin of ſpirituall adultery ; tor by cove- 
nanting with God we do as it were joyne our ſelves in mari- 
age to God, as the Hebrew word (igniticth, 7er.50.5. Now to 
break the mariage knot is ain tor which God may jultly give 
a Bill of divorce to a Nation. To break covenant is a {in of 
3njuſtice; for by our covenant we do enter as it were into 
bond to God,and engage our felves as a creditor to his debtor. 
Now the {in of injuſtice 1s a Lana-deſtroying fin. | 
The fourth reaſon why God mult needs be avenged of 

thoſe that are covenaut-breakers, is, becauſe it1s an at of the 
higheſt Sacriledge that can be committed. - For by virtue of 
the Covenant the Lord layes claime to us as his pecuhar inhe- 
ritance, Ezeh.16.8. I [ware unto thee, and entred into cove- 
want with thee, and thou becameſt mime. Ter.31.33. I'Wvillbe 
their God and they ſhall be my people. It is worthy obſervati- 
on, that inthe Covenart there is a double /wrrender, one on - 
Gods part, another on our part, God Almighty makes a /#- 
render of himſelf, and of his Sonze, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Behold, ſaith God, Lam wholly thy God; all my power, and 
wiſdome, and mercy, and goodnetle, &Cc. is all thine, my So: 
is thine, and all his rich purchaſes. My ſparit is thine and all 
his graces, This is Gods /zerrender, On our parts, when we 
take hold ofthe Covenant,ye make a delivery of our wr 
and 
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and foules into the hands of God, we chooſe him to be our 
Lord and Governour, we reſigne up our ſelves into his hands. 
Lord we are thine at thy diſpoſing ; we alienate our ſelves 
from our ſelves, 'and make a Deed of pitt of our ſelves, and 
give thee the lock and key of head, heart, and aftetions, &c, 
This is the nature ofeyery religious Covenant, but eſpecially 
of the Covenant of grace. But now tor a Chriſtian to call in 
as it were his oddly to diſclaime his reſegnation, to ſteale 
away himſelt from God and to lay claim to himſelf after his 
alienation; to fulfill his owne luſts, to walk after his owne 
wayes, to do what he liſts, and not what he hath covenan- 
ted to do,and fo to rob God of what is his, this is the higheſt 
degree of — which God will never ſufter to go unpu- 
niſhed. And ſurely if the ſtick-gatherer,that did bur alienate 
a little of Gods time; and Ananias and Szpphira, that with- 
held but ſome part of their eſtate : and if Be/ſbezzar for a- 
buſing the conſecrated veſſels of the Temple were ſo gric- 
vouſly puniſhed ; how much more will God puniſh thoſe 
that alienate themſelves from the ſervice of that God to 
whom they have ſworn to be obedient ? It is obſerved by a 
learned Author,of three famous Commanders of the Romans, 
that they never proſpered after they had defiled and robbed 
the Temple of Ferwſalem. Firlt, Pompey the great, he went 
into the Saxttum Sanftorum, a place never betore entred by 
any but the High Prieſt, and the Lord blaſted him inall his 
proceedings oo that time. FY* ille qui terram non habuit 
ante ad vittoriam, deeſſet illi terra ad ſepnlturam : That he 
that before that time wanted earth to overcome, had not 
at laſt earth enough to bury him withall. The next was 
Crafſe, who took away 10000 talents 'of gold from the 
Temple, and afterwards dyed, by having gold poured down 


his throat. The third was Cafſizs, who afterwards killed 
himſelf. It then God did thus avenge himſelf of thoſe that 
polluted his conſtorared Temple ; much morewill he not leave 
them unpuniſhed that -are the /iving temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt, conſecrated to God by a covenant , and afterwards 
prove ſacrelegious , robbing God'of that worſhip and/ſervice 

which they have ſworn to give him, | LOW 
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The fifth reaſon why this ſin makes the times perilous is, 
becauſe covenant-breahers are reckoned amongſt the num- 
ber of thoſe that have. the 924rh of reprobation upon them, I 
do not. ſay that they arc all Reprobates ; yet I ſay that the 
Apoſtle makes it to be one of thoſe (ins which are committed 
by thoſe that are givenup to a reprobate minde, Rom. 1.28, 
31. The words are ſpoken of the Heathen, and are to beun- 
derſtood of breaking of covenants made between man and 
man. But then the Argument will hold 2 fortior1, It it be 
the brand of a:reprobate to break covenant with man, much 
more to break acovenant made with the great Fehovah by the 
lifring up of our hands to Heaven. | Ko 
The laſt reaſon 1s, becauſe it 1s a {in againſt ſuch infinicc 
mercy, fuch bowels. of Gods unexpreſhivle mercy. Its ſaid; 
for.3 1.32: . Which covenunt they brake, although I was a Hu(- 
b1nd:to them. That 'is; Although I had choſen them tor my 
Spouſe, and marricd my felt unto them with an everlaſting 
covenant of mercy, and intailed Heaven upon them, yet they 
have broken my covenant. "This was a great provocation, 
Thus Ezek.16.4,5. When thou Waſt 177 thy blood and no eye pi= 
tied thee to have compaſſion upon thee, 1 ſasza unto thee When 
thou wert ia thy blood, Live ; yea, I ſaid unto thee, Live. It is 
twice repeated. As if God ſhould ſay, Mark it O Ifrae],when 
no; cye regarded thee, then I faid unto thee, Live. Behold, 
ſaith God,vetſe 8. 'Thy time Was the time of love, Behold 
and wonder at it, and { ſpread my skirt over thee, and covered 
thy nakedueſſe : yea, TI [Ware unto thee, and entred intocove- 
ant with thee, faith the Lord, and thou becameſt mine. And 
yet for all this thou haſt ſinned grievoully againſt me. oe, 
Woe : unto thee, ſaith the Lord Goay. Ezek, 16:23, There 11s a 
fivefold mercy 1n the Covenant, leipecially in the covenant of 
grace). that makes the ſinne of covenant-breaking t0i be ſo 
odious. : | Ianto tt 
1. It 184 mercy that the; great God will, youckſate:to! en- 
tet into! caver4ne with duit. and aſhes.: As Davidifaith rin a- 
nother caſe,[s :t,a ſleight matter to be the ſoninlaw of a King ? 
So may Þſay,Is it afletght matter tor the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth to condelcend 19 tar as, £@.;covenant with his poor 
{1 WE : | creatures, 
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creatures, and thereby to Geboine their debtor 'S, ind t to make 
them' as it were his eqz.2/s ? When fonathan and David cn- 

tred into a covenant of triendſhip, though one was a Kings 
ſon, the other a poor Shepherd, yet there was theri a kinde 
of equality between them. But this muſt be underſtood wa- 
rily,according to that text 2 Cor. 1,9, Bleſſed be God who hath 
called 14s into the fellowſhip of his Son 7 eſs Chr 4ſt our Lord. 
He is {till our Lord, though in tellowſhip with us. It is a co- 
venant of infinite condeicenſion on Gods part, whereby he 
enters into a league of triendſhip with his people, 

2.. The mCcrcy t5 the greatcr, becauſe this covenant was 
made after the fall of Adam; atrer we had broken the firlt 
covenant, That the Lord ſhould try us the ſecond time, is 
not only an af&t'ot infinite goodnefle in God, but of infinite 
mercy. There is a difterence between the good eſſe and the 
mercy of God. Goodneſſe may be thewed to thole that arc 
not in mifery : but mercy ſuppoleth miſery. And this was 
our condition after the breach of the tirlt covenaxt. 

. That God ſhould make this covenant with Azz , and 
not with Devils. 

4. This ſets out the metcy of the coveannt, becauſe it con- 
taines fuch rare and glorious benefits, and theretore it 1s cal- 
led covenant of life and peace, AMal.2.5. an e7 erlaſt iag COU Ee 


want, eved the. ſure mercies of David, Eſay 55.3. It is compa- 


red to the 7, Ht OX S of Noar, Eſfay 54.9, Famous arc thole two 
texts, Exod. 19.5,6. Ter. 32.40,41. Texts that hold forth 
ſtrong conſolation. By virtue of the covenant, Heaven 1s not 
only. made poſhble, but certain to all believe rs, and certain 
by-way. of. oath. It is by:virtue df. the covenanr that we call 
God Father ; and may lay claim torall the power, wifdomc, 
g00Uneſle, and mercy,&c. Shar] is1N God. ' AS Tehoſhaphat cold 


the King of Iſraelzo whom he was joyned incovenant, _ 


as thou art, my peopte.asthy people, my horſes 4s. thy horſes : 
doth, God fy.ro-altthar are iin cavern iwith him: ; 5 
pa\ver 15 thine, my goodneſſe 25 thize, C0, By Vvireue of this cs 
venant, whatlocyer thou wantelt, God cannot deny 1t thee, it 
it be good for thee; S1y unto God, Lord, thou haſt ſmarne 
to take away my heart of ſtone, and to gooey me aheart of flcſh. 
144 D. 3 Thou 
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T hex haſt [worn to write thy L1W in my heart, thou haſt {worn to 
cireumciſe my heart, thou haſt ſworn to give me Chriſt to be my 
King, Prieſt , and Prophet , +. And God cannot but be a 
covenant-keepere By virtue of this covenant, God cannot bur 
accept of a poor penitent ſinner laying hold upon Chriſt for 
pardon, 2 Chron. 7. 14. Jer. 3. 14+ Promiſſehec tua ſunt, Do- 
mine; quis falli timet cum promittit ipſa veritas? In a word, 
we may challenge pardon , and heaven by our covenant ; 
I John 1.9. God is not only mercifz!!, but peſt to forgive 
us. We may challenge heaven through Chrilt out of juſtice. 

5. Adde laſtly, that the conditions of the Covenant on 
our parts ſhould be upon ſuch eaſte termes , therefore it is 
called a Covenant of Free-grace. All that God requires of 
us, is to take hold of this Covenant ; 7/. 56. to recerve this 
gift of righteouſneſſe, Rom.F. to take all Chrift as he is ren- 
dred in the Covenant, And that which 1s the greateſt conſo- 
lation of all, Ged hath promiſed in his Covenant to do our 
part forus. Fer. 31. 33, 34: Therefore it 1s called a Teſfta- 
ment rather then a Covenant. ( In the new Teſtament the 
word Jra0ixn is alwayes ufed by the Apoſtle, and not ourfixn) 
Heaven is conveyed unto the cle by way of Legacie ; It is 
part of Gods Teſtament to write his law'in our hearts, and 
to cauſe usto walk in his wayes, &c. Put theſe things toge- 
ther. Secing there is ſuch infinite mercy in the Covenant, 
A mercy for God to exter into Covenant, with 14, to doe it with 
" and not the Angels, With us fallen , with us upon. ſuch eaſe 
rermes; and to make ſuch a Covenant, that contains ſo many, and 
mot only ſo , bat all bleſſings here and hereafter in the wombe of 
;t; it muſt needs be a latd-deſtroying and ſoul-deſtroying fin 
to be a Covenant-breaker. 

The uſe and application of this doArine is foure-fold, 

If it be fucha Land-devonring ſin to be a Covenant-breakey, 
let us from hence learn the rr#ccax/e of all the miſeries that 
have hapned unto Erglaxdin theſe late yeers. The wombe,out 
of which all our calamities are come. Ergland hath broken 
Covenant With God, and now Gods breaking England in pie- 
CES, EVEN as 2 Potter breakes a vellell in pieces. God hath fext 
bis ſword to avenge the quarrell of his Covenant, As RG 
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whipt the buyers and ſellers out of the Temple , with whips, 
ney © of the cords which they brought to tye their oxen and: 
ſheep withall. A Covenant isa cord toty us to God, and 
now God hath made an iron whip of theſe cords which we 
have broken aſunder to whip us withall. 

We are a nation in Covenant withGod, we have the books 
of the Covenant, the Oid and New Teſtament ; we have the 


ſeales of the Covenant, Baptiſme, and the Lords Supper. We 


have the Meſſengers of the Covenant , the Miniſters of the 
Goſpell. We have the Angell of the covenant, the Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt fully and clearly fer out before us in the Miniftery of 
the Word. But alas, arc not theſe bleſſings amongſt us, as the 
Ark was amongſt the Philiftizes, rather as priſoners, then as 

priviledges; rather in teſtimonium & ruinem,quam in ſulutem, 
rather for our r#17e, then for our happineſſe ? May it not be 

ſaid of ns,as Reverend Aonlin aid of the French Proteſtants; 

while they burned #« (faith he ) for reading the Scriptures, we 
burnt With zeale to be reading of them : noW With onr liberty ts 
bred .4l/o negligence and diſcſteem of Gods Word ? So it is with 
us. While we were under the Tyranny of the Biſhops, oh how 

ſweer was a Faſting-day ! how beantifull were the feet of 
them thar brought the Guſpell of peace unto you ? How dear and 

precious were Gods people one to another, &c. But now 
how are our Faſting- dayes fleighted and vilitied? how are 
the people of God divided one from another, railing upon 
{in ſtead of lovnig) one another? And ts not the godly Afin;- 
niftery as much perſecuted by the tongues of ſome that would 
be accounted zodly,as heretofore by the Biſhops hands?Is not 
the Holy Bible by ſome rather Wreſted then yead ? wreſted 
I ſay by ignorant and unſtable foules, to their own deftru- 
&ion. And as for the /eales of the covenant. Firſt, for the Lords 
Supper; How often have we ſpilt the blowd of Chriſt by our 
unworthy approaches to his Table? and hence it is, that he 
15 now ſpilling our blood. How hard a matter is it to obtain 
power to keep the blood of Chriit trom being profaned by 
1Znorant and ſcandalous Communicants? and can we think 
that God will be eaſily intreated to ſheath up his bloody 
{word, and to ceaſe ſhedding our blood 2 Secondly, for the 
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Sacrament of Baptiſme; How crmuell arc men grown to their 
little infants, by keeping of them from the ſeale oft entrance 
into. the Kingdome of heaven, and making their children 
(their own children) to be juſt in the ſame condition with 
the children of Turks and Infidels ? I remember at the begin- 
ning of theſe warres, there was a great fear fell upon godly 
pcople about their little children, and all their care was for 


their preſervation, and their ſatety; and tor the continuance . 


ot the Goſpell ro them, &c. But now our httle children arc 
likely to be in a worſer condition. then ever. The Oxtord 
Army labour to ſtcalc away the G-ſpe//trom them, and the 
Aaabaptiſt labours to ſteale away the ſeale of the covenant of 
Grace trom them; and that which is worler then all, there 
arc ſome godly people love to have it ſo. And all this is come 
upon us as a jult puniſhment of our Baptiſmall covenant - brea- 


—KNT. And as tor jeſs Chriſt who 15 the Angell of the cove= 


241t ; axe there not ſome amonght us that #x-god Feſres Chriſt? 
and 1s 1t not fit and cquall that God ſhould an=-church us, and 
#11-people 2s ? Are there not thouſands that have ſworne to 


be Chrits ſervants, and yet are in their lives the Vaſſals of 
ſia and Satan ? And thall not God be avenged of fuch a na- 


tio as this? Theſe things contidered, 1t is no wonder our 
miſeries are ſo great , but the wonder 1s, that they are no 
gICATCT, 

The ſecond ule, is an uſe of examination. 

Dayes of b#miliation ought to be dayes of /elfe-exauminz= 
tron. Let us therefore upon ſuch a day as this 1s , examine 


whether we be not amonglt the number of thoſe that make. 


the times perilcus , Whether we be not covenant-breakers ? 
Here I will ſpeak ot three covenants: Firit, of the covenant 
We made with God in our Baptiſme. Secondly, of the cove- 
nants which we have made ith God in our diſkreſſes. Thirdly, 
and eſpecially of this cover.azt Which your are to renue this day, 

Firit,ot the covenant which we made in Bapriſme , and rc- 
nue every time we come to the Lords Supper , and upon our 
ſolemn dayes of faſting. There are none here , but I may ſay 
of them, The vowes of God are xpon you. You are 'ſervi natt, 
empti, jurati; YOu are the born, bought, and /Worz Sues. o 

oa, 


| 
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God, you have made a ſwrrender of your ſelves unto God and 
Chriſt. The queſtionI put to you is this: How often have 
you. broke covenant with God? It is faid, Iſaiah 33. 14. The 
ſinners of Sion are afraid: who ſhall dwell with everlaſting bur- 
nings? Who ſpall avell with devouring fire , cc. When God 


comes to a Churoh-ſimner, to a {inner under the Old Teſta- 


ment, much more to a Chriſtian ſinner; a linner under the 
 NewTeſtament : and layeth to his charge his often covenant- 
breaking, PEI ſhall poſſeſſe him, and he will cry out, 
Oh ! woe is me, Who cx di\vell with everlaſting burnings ? our 
Godis a conſuming fire , and we are as ſtubble before him. 
Who can ſtand before his indignation? (Nahum 1.6.) Who ca 
abide in the fierceneſſe of his anger? When his fury us poured forth 
like fire, and the rockes are throWne down before him. Who can 
ſtand 2 Of all ſorts ot creatures , a {infull Chriſtian ſhall ne- 
ver be able to ſtand before the Lord, when he comes to vilit 
the world for theirſins, For when a' chriſtian ſinnes againſt 
God, he {ins not only againſt the Commandement, but againit 
the covenant. And in every fin he is a commandement-breaker, 
and a covenant-breaker, And therefore whereas the Apoitle 
faith, Tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoule that ſinnethbut 
firſt upon the Few; cc. I may adde ; Firlt upon the chriſtian, 
chen upon the Few, and then ___ the Grecian ; becauſe the 
covenant made-with the Chrittian is called a better covenant; 
and therefore his ſins have a higher aggravation in them. 
There is a notable paſſage in Aſtin, in which he brings the 
Devill thus pleading with God againſt a wicked chriſtian at 
the day of judgement, efqmſſime judex, judica quod equum 
eft, judica meum eſſe qui tuus eſſe noluit poſt renunciationemz 
Vt quid invaſit pannos meos.? Quid apud eum laſciviagincor- 
tinentia, &c. quibus ipſe renunciaverit ? Quid intempes 
rantiaxquid gula, quid faſtus, quid cetera mea? Hec omnia mea 
poſt renunciationem invaſit, Mem eſſe volutt', mea conrupivit; 
7udica,equiſſime judex,quoniam quem tu non dedignatus es tan- 
to pretio liberare, ipſe mihi poſtmodum voluit obligare. That is, 
Oh thou righteous Judge , give right judgement ! Judge 
him to be mine, who refuſed to be thine even after he had re- 
nounced mc in his Baptiſme;What had he to doc to wear my 
E Livery ? 
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Livery ? What had he to doe with giuttony , drunkennefle, 
pride, wantonnefle, incontinencie; andthe reſt of my ware?: 
Ail theſe things ke hath practiſed fince he renounced the de- 
vill and all his works. Mine he 1s , judge righteous judge- 
ment; For he whom thou haft not diſdained to dye for, hath 
obliged himſelte to me by his fins, &c. 

Now what can God ay to this charge of the Devils, bur, 
T ahe him Devill, ſeeing he would be thine ; take him, torment 
him with everlaſting torments ? Cyprian brings in the Devill 
thus ſpeaking to Chrilt at the great day of judgement, Ego 
pro iſtis quos necum vides nec alias kuecept, nec flagella ſuſti- 
nut, nec crucem pertult, nec ſangninem fudi, ſed nec POTN CO 
lofte illis promitto, nec ad paradiſum evoco , 3 tamen ſe mihi 


[n2q; omnin conſecrarunt. 1 have not ({aith the Devill) been 


whipt and ſcourged, and crucihed, neither have I ſhed my 
bloqd for theſe whom thou ſecit with me. Ido not promiſe 
them a kingdome of heaven, &c. and yet theſe men have 
wholly contecrated themſelves to me and my ſervice. In- 
deed if the Devill.could make ſuch gainfull covenants withus, 
and beſtow ſuch glorious. mercies upon us as are contained 
within the Covenant , out ſerving of Satan and finne-might 
have ſome excuſe. But when as his covenant is a covenant of 
bondage, death, hell, and damnation: and Gods correnuyt is 
a covenant of liberty, grace, and etcrn{ll happinefle;”it muſt 
needs be'a fin inexcuſable, to be willingly and wiltully ſuch 
a covenant-breaker« 

Secondly, ler us/examine concerning the voWes which we 
have madeto God in our diſtrefſes : 1n our Perſonal! diftreſ- 
(es, and our Nationall diſtreſles. Are we not like the children 
of Iſrael of whomiris faid, Pſa/,78.34. When he ſlewv ther, 
then they ſonght him,” and they returned and enquiredearly af? 
ter God, (co Nevertheleſſe they did but flatter him Wirh their 
mouth, Cc. for their heart Was not right With him , neither 
Were they ſtedfaft in his coveaant? Are we not like unto httle 
children, that while they are whipping will promiſe any 
thing, but when the whipping is over will perform nothing ? 
Or like unto Iron that is very ſoft and malleable while it is 
in the fire, but when it is taken out ofthe fire, m_ = 
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ſently to his former hardnefſe ? This was 7ac#bs fault ; He 
made a voW when he was itt diſtrefle, Ger.28.22. But he for- 
at his covenant , and God was angry with him, and chaſti- 
ſed him in his daughter Dinah, Gez.34.5. and in his two ſons 
Simeon and Levi, And art laſt God himſelt was tain to call to 
him from Heaven to keep covenant. And atter that time God 
blefled Tucob excecadingly, Ger.35.9,10,11,12, We reade of 
David, Pſal.66.13,14,15. that he protcſleth of himfelt, that 
he World go into Gods houſe, and pay the vowes Which hzs lips 
had uttered, and his mouth had ſpoken When he Was in trouble. 
But how few are there that imitate Davi4in this thing? 
Thirdly, let us examine our ſelves concerning the folemne Concerning 
Leapue and Covenant which we are to renue this day. And *b< ſolkemne 
here I demand an anſwerto theſe queſtions. po pron 
1. Are there not many amongſt us that//co-» it and ſpeak Queſtions a- 
reproachfylly of it ? That deal with 1t as the Children of = bout the Co. 
rael did with Manna, which at firſt they did ſo highly value, vennr. 
as that they could not be kept within doors from gathering Q** 7. 
of it, no not upon the Sabbath day ; but afterwards they 
came to loathe it as much as ever before they loved it. And 
do not we deal ſo with the Covenant ? 
2. Are there not ſome that write againſt it , and that ſay Queſt. 2. 
in effet, That the perjury that is committed about nt, is ra- 
ther in raking of it then in breaking of it, and that it was not 
a right, bur a -a/þ oath ? whichT ſpeak not only to the ſhame 
of thoſe that write thus , but alſo to the ſhame of thoſe thac 
ſufter ſuch things to be written and to go unqueltioned. 
3. Are there not ſome that put corrwpt g/oſſes upon it, and Queſt. 3, 
deale falſely in the Covenant ? that ſay, that by virtue ot che 
Covenant all Miniſters are bound to renounce their miniſte- 
he (even that miniftery which God hath blefled and pur his 
cale unto by the convertion of thouſands) and either to take 
it up again by Ordination from the people; or if we finde no 
warrant in the Word for that way, then to turn Seeksrs;, and 
to wait till God ſend Apoſtles to ordain Miniſters ? And yet 
theſe men cannot but know that the Parliament in their Or- 
dinance for Ordination of Mmiſterr, have declared , that this _ . 
15 not the meaning of the Coven, Others there are that , 
E 2 ſay, 
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the Covenant, &#d for the ſins of the Kingdome, But where ſhall we finde a 
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ſay 3 That by virtue of the Covanant no man ought to pay 


tythes to his Miniſter unleſle he will incurre the fin of per ju 


yy. Theſe men may as well ſay, That by the Covenant no 


Texant ought to pay rent to his Landlord, and that no man 
ought to keep the laws of the Realm. For we challenge our 
ztythes by virtue ofthe Laws eſtabliſhed, &c, We challenge 
a ſufficient maintenance by Gods law, But as for the renth 
part (though there are ſome that ſay much out of the Scrip- 
ture for it) yet we require it as due only by the laws of the 
Kingdome, 

4, Are there not ſome that deal hypocrirically in the Co- 
venant ? that take it meerly to ſerve their own tarns, to ſave 
their credits, or to ſave their eſtates, or to hide their malig- 
nancy ? That are like unto the Samaritans, of whom it is re- 
ported, that when the Fewes were in adverlity, they would 
renounce the Jewiſh religion and all alliance with them : 
bur-when. the Fees were in proſperity , then they would 
pretend kindred, and profeile themſelves to be of the Jewiſh 
Religion, Juſt ſo do many Oxfora-malignants deal with the 
Parliament. While weare in proſperity , they are Covenar- 
ters, and for the Parltament, Burt it ever God ſhould bring us 
again into a low condition, they would quickly appear to be 
Anti-covenanters and Anti-parliamenters. 1 have heard a 
ſtory of a Gaoler, that being required either to take the 
Covenant,or to leave his place ; he conſulted with his fel- 
low -drunkaxd about it; and he anſwered, That he could not 
deny bur that the taking of the Covenant was a very bitter 
pill : but ſeeing there was no remedy, his advice was, To 
ſwallow it dyWvu and uot tothink_ox it. And ſhall not God be 
avenged of ſuch a Nation as this ? 

But the great queſtion, and that which doth molt nearly 
COncerne us that are here, is; | 

5. Are we not Covenant-breakers ? Do we not make the 
times perilous by our fallifying of onr oath and covenant with 
God ? 

In our Coycnant we ſwear to ſix things. ds 

1, That we will exdeavour to be humbled for our "9 ag 
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" mourner in England tor his own abominations , and for the 
abominations that are committed in the midſt of us ? Ir is 
eaſie to finde a Cerſwrer of the ſins of the Land, but hard 
to findea true mourner for the ſins of the Land. 

Secondly, we ſwear that we will endeavour to goe before one 
another in the example of a reall Reformation. But who makes 
conſcience of this part of the Oath ? What (in haſt thou left, 
or in what one thing halt thou bin retormed ſince thou took- 
eſt this Covenant ? We read, Ezra 10.3. That they extred 
intoCovenant,to put away their wives & their children by them: 
which was a very difficult and hard duty, and yet they did it, 
But what boſome ſin , what beloved ſin, as dear to thee as 
thy dear wife and children,haſt thou lett tor Gods ſake ſince 
thou tookeſt this Oath ? I read Nehem.5.13. that the peo- 
ple took an Oath to make reſtitution, which was a coſtly dy- 
ty,and yer they performed it,ſaith the Text, But alas! where 
1s the man that hath made reſtitrion of his ill gotten goods 
ſince he took this Covenant ? I reade, 2 Chron. 15. 16. that 
King A/a depoſed his mother Maachah, her, even her, from 
being Queen , atter he had entred into Covenant : and that 
the people, 2 Kings 11.18. after they had ſworn a Cove- 
nant brake in pieces all the Altars of Baal thoroughly. Burt 
where is this thorough Reformation, this thorough amendment 
of life 2 Indeed here is much talk of a Reformation, but little 

ractice of a Reformation. We ſay we fight for a Reformati- 
ox; but] fear leſt in a little time we ſhould fight away all 
our Reformation : or if not fight it away, yet we ſhould di. 
ſpateit away.Fornow all our religion is turned into YVerrum's, 
into. _Axeſtivas, infomuch as that there are ſome that call all 
religion jnt0» queſtion, and in alittle while will. loſe all 
religion in the crowd of queſtions. Inter diſputandum veritas, 


> religio amittitur. There was a time not many years agoc, 
when God did blefle our Miniſtery in the City, to the Con- 


verſion of . many people unto God; but now there are * 


many that {tudy more to gain parties to themiclves, then to 
gain ſouls to Gad. The great work of Converſion is little 
thought on. And never ſo few (if any at all) converted as 
in. theſe days wherein: we talk ſo much of Reformation. 
Aadis this to keep Covenant with God ? 3. We 
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3. We ſweare to endeavoit# to amend the lives, and reforme 
zot only onr ſelves, but all thofe that are under our charge, Bur 
where's this Family-rcformation ? Indeed I reade of 7.acob, 
that when he went to- perform his vow and covenant , he 
firlt reformed his family;Gen.35.3. And that 79a reſolved 
(and performed it) fo7 h1mfelf and hi family ro ſerve the Loyd, 
And fo did Fofratr, 2 Chron.34.. And oh that I could adde, 
And /o do wel Burt the wickedneſles committed in our fami- 
lies, proclaim the contrary to all the worid. What Noble- 
mans, What Aldermans, what Merchants tamily 1S More re- 
formed tfince the Covenant, then before ? We ſpeak and 
contend much for a Church-reformation ; but how can there 
be a Charch-reformation, unlefle there be firlt a Family-refor= 
mation ? What though the Charch» worſhip be pure, yet it the 
worſhippers be impure, God will not accept of the woy/hip ? 
And it families be not retormed, how will your worſhippers 
be pure ? | 

£ We ſwear tos endeavour to bring the Churches of God in: 
the three Kingdomes, to the neareſt ronjunttion and uniformity 
in Religion, confeſſion of Faith, form of Churck-government, 

Direftory for worſhip and catechizing, cc. Butare there not 
ſome that write againſt an Yziformity in Religion, and call 
itan 7dvll ? Are there not many that walk protefledly con- 
trary to this clauſe of the Covenant ? There are three texts of 
Scripture that people keep the quite contrary way. The firſt 
iS, Mat .6.34.31.25. Take no thought what you ſhall eat, Cc, 
take no thought for to morrw. And molt people take thought 
for nothing elſe. The ſecond text is, Matth.6.33. Seek ye firſt 
the king dome of God and hs righteouſneſſe, cc. And molt peo- 
ple ſeek this laſt of all. The third text is, Fohn 6:27. Labogy 
not for the meat that periſherh, but for the meat that endureth 
for ever, &c. And moſt people labour not for the meat that 
endureth for ever, but tor the meat that perithech. As theſe 
three texts are kept, ſo do many people keep this part of the 
Oath; for there were never more div:/rons and differences in 
the Church, never more difformity, and pleading againit Yui- 

formity, then now there 1s. 2 

5. We ſwear to endeavonr the extirpation of Popery, oy 

| | | acyy 
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Lacy, Snper # ir1077, Hereſie, Schiſme, cc. And yet not with- 
frandins' here are'lome that have taken this Oath, that con- 
tend earacitiy for a Teleration of all Religions : Which (as 1 
conceive) is as contrary to this clauſe of the Covenant as 
Heavea 1s to Hell. | 77 
6. We Fnear againſt a deteſtable indifferenty and Nentral;- 

ty in this rave Which fo much concerneth the gloyy of God, &&c. 

And yet how many are there amongſt us that are lKeunto 
Gallic, that care not what becomes of the cauſe of Grd, fothey 
may have peace and quiet ? That will nor be the backway- 
deſt of al}, and yet will be {ure not to be too forward, tor 
fear leſtif the times turn, they ſhould be noted amongſt the 
chief of the fu#iow? That are very indifferent which {1de 
prevaile, ſo they may have their trading again? That fay as 
the Polititian, That they will becarefull nor to come too near the 
heels of Religion, leſt it ſhonld a1ſh out his braines > And as the 
King of Arragoa told Bezr, That he Would wade no farther 
into the ſea of Religion,then he contd ſafely return back to ſhoar? 

In all theſe fix particulars let us ſeriouſly ſearch and tr 
our hearts, whether we be not amongſt the number of chots 
that make the times pertlons. 

The third uſe is for Hemiliativa. Let the conſideration of ſe 2. 
our Covenant-break!/ng. be 3 heart-breaking conſideration to Of Humilia- 
every one of us this day. Let this be a mighty and powertalt cion, 
Argument to humble us upon this day of Humthation. 

Fhere are five conſiderations that are excecdingly /ou/- 
humbling , 1t God blefle them unto us. | 

r. The confideration of the many Commundemtnrs of God Five ſoul-hum- 
that we have often and often broken. bling conGde- 

2. The*conlideration of the' breaking of Feſ1z Chrift for 535995: 
our fins, how he was rent-and torn for our iniquittes, 

3: The conſideration of the breaking of rhe brear, and the 
pouring out of the ine in the Sacrament , which 154 heart- 
breaking motive and help. ENS] Rt, 

4. The broken conaition that the. X mngdome of " E ngland, 

Scotland, and Irelan!, and that Germany ts in at this time. 

5. The many Yowes and Coven,nts that we have broken ; 

our Sacrament-Covenants , Our Faſtiag-Covenants," our Sick- 
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bed-covenants. And eſpecially the conſideration of our often 
breaking of our Nationall-covenant which you come this day 
to renue. This is a {in in Folio, a lin of a high nature : and if 
ever God awaken conſcience in this life, a ſin that will lye 
like a heavie cuba upon it. A greater {in then a fin againſt 
a Commandement, Or againſt an Ordinance, A linnot only of 
diſobedience, but of perjury. Ain of injuſtice, of ſpiritual 
adultery. A ſin of Sacriledge. A fin of great wnkindneſſe, A 
ſin that makes us not only diſobearevt, but d:/honeſt. For we 
account him a diſhoneſt man that keeps not his word. A fin 
that not only every good Chriſtian, but every good Heather 
doth abhorre. A (in, that not only brings dammation upon 
us, but caſteth ſuch into horrible ds/grace and reproach upor 
Ged, that it cannot ſtand with Gods honour not to be aven- 
ged of a Covenant-breaker. Tertullian faith, that when a 
Chriſtian forſakes his covenant, and the co/oxrs of Chriſt, and 
turnes to ſerve as the Devils ſouldier, he puts an #»/peakable 
diſcredit upon God and Chriſt. For it is asmuch as ifhe 
ſhould ſay ; 1 like the ſervice of the Devill better then the ſer- 
vice of God. And it is juſt as it a ſouldier that hath waged 
war under a Captaize, and afcerwards forſaking him turnes 
to another, and after that, leaves this other Captaine and 
returns to his former Captain. This is to preferre the firſt 
Captain before the ſecond. This makes God complaine, Fey. 
2.4. What Iniquity have your Fathers found in me that they are 
gone far from me, cc. Andin the 11 verſe, Hath any Nation 
changed their Gods, which are yet no Gods ? but my people have 
changed their glory for that Which doth not profit. Baſil brings 


in the Devil inſulting over Chriſt, and ſaying, 7 never crea- 


ted nor redeemed theſe men, and yet they have obeyed me, and 
contemned thee, 0 Chriſt, even after they have covenanted ta 
be thine. And then he addes, Equidem ego iſtam futuram ad- 
verſus Chriſtum gloriationem hoſtus inſolentem gravins longe 
eſſe ftatuo quam Gehenme (upplicia. That is, I eſteem this inſul- 
ting of the Devill over Jeſus Chriſt at the great day, to be 
more grievous toa true Saint, then all the tormeats ia hell. A 
ſaying worthy to be written in /erters of gold. Sceing then 
that covenant-breaking is {0 great an abomination, the Lord 
giVE 
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give us hearts tO be humbled for this great abomination this day. 
And this will be a notable preparation to fit you to the renu- 
ing of your Covenant.For We reade chat Nehemiah tir{t called his 
people to faſt, before he drew them into a Covenant. According 
to which pattern you are here met to pray, and faſt, and humble 
your ſoules for your former covenant-breaking ; and then to 
binde your ſelves anew unto the Lord our Goa, AS Wax when 1t 
is melted will receive the imprellion of a ſeal, which it will not 
do before : So will your hearts, when melted into godly ſorroiv 
for your fins, receive the ſeal of God abidingly upon them, which 
they will not do when hardned in {1n. 

Is every man that ſins againſt the Coven.zzt to be accounted 
2 Covenant-breaker, and a perjured, ſacrilegions perſon ? 

By no mcans. For as cvery failing of a Wife doth not break 
the Covenant between her and her Husband ; but the 1s to be ac- 
counted a Wite till ſhe by committing adultery break the Cove- 
nant. So every miſcaritage againit the Covenant of grace, OT 4- 
gainlt this National! covenant, doth not denominate us in a Go- 

ell-account Covenant- breakers.But then God accounts us accor- 
ding to his Goſpel to break covenant, when we do not only fin, 
but commit ſin againſt the Covenant,when we do not only fin out 
of weakzeſſe, but out. of Withedneſſe ; when we do not only file, 
but fa// inco fin : when we forſake & renoznce the Covenant,when 
we deale treacherouſly in the Covenant, and entcr into league and 
* covenant With thoſe fins which we have ſworn againſt, When we 
walk-into- Anti-covenart paths, and willingly do contrary to 
what we ſwear ; then are we perjured, & unjult,and facrilegious, 
and guilty of all theſe {ins formerly mentioned. 

The tourth Uſe preſents unto you a Divine, and therefore a 

ſure projet to make the times happy. And that is, Ler all Cove- 
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nant-takers labour tobe C ovenant-keepers. It hath pleaſed God t140n UN- 
to put it in your hearts to renue your Covenant. The ſame God ©? <2 


inable you to keep Covenant. It is ſaid, 2 Chron.34.31,32. The 
King made 4 covenant before the Lord, cc. And he cauſed all that 
were preſent in feruſulem and Benjamin to ſtand to it, And 2 Kings 
23.3. The King ſtood by a pillar and made a covenant before the 
Lora, Cc. and all the people ſtood to the covenant. This is your du- 
ty , not only to rake the Covenant, but to ſtand to the Covenant : 
and to ſtand to it, yaugre all oppolition to the contrary. Accor- 
ding as we reade, 2 Chron 5.12313. And they cntredinto cove- 
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aant to ſeek, the Lord God of their fathers, &-c. That Whoſoever 
would not ſcck the Lord God of Iſrael, ſhoula be put to death, whe- 
ther ſmall or great , Whether man or Wom.14n, For it 15not the ta- 
kingout the keeping of the Covenant that will make you happy. 
God is tiled, A God keeping covenant, Dent.9.4.Neh.1.5. O that 
this might be the honour of this City | That we may ſay of it, 
London ts u City heeping covenant withGod. Great and many are 
the bleſſings entailed upon Covenant-keepers. Exod. 19.5,6. Now 
therefore if yow Will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then you ſhll be a peculiar treaſure unto me above all people : for 
Ul the eurth is mine: And ye ſhall be unto me a kingdome of Prieſts, 
and an holy Nation, cc. Pſal. 25.10. All the paths of the Lord are 
meo;cy and truth unto ſuch as keep his covenant, Cc. Pſal,l 5.4. 
There are three Covenants I thall perſwade youn an elpeciall 
mannertoitand to. 
Fpecially I. The covenant you made withGodin Baptiſme.” A Chriſtian 
= (taith Chry/oſtome ) ſhould never ſtep ont of doors, or [ye down in 
venant we Þ:s bed, Or go into his cloſer, but he ſhould remember that word 
made tro Abrenuncio; that is, He ſhonld remember the time when he did re- 
God in ogurce the Devill and all his works. Oh lct us not forget that 
bapriline. _ xyhich we ought alwayes to remember | Let us remember to-keep 
* that Covenant, as ever we deſire God ſhould remember us 1n 
mercy at the great day. | 
2. The co 2. The covenants which We have made unto God inonr afflict;- 
venantswWe os, Famous is that piflage of Pliry in one of his Epiltles to one 
pt that defired rules from him how ro order his lite aright. 1 will 
Prob ” (faith he)give you one rule which ſhall be inſtead of a thouſand ; 
Ve tales eſſe perſeveremus ſani,' quales nos futures eſſe profitemur 
infirmi. That Wwe ſhould perſevere. to be ſuch When We are Well, 
as we promiſe to be when Wwe are ſick, Aſcntence never to be tor- 
gotten. The Lord help us to live accordingly. 
3. The covenant which you are to take this day. The happinefſe 
Sie 0= or miſery of E:g/and doth much depend upon the keeping or 
League & breaking of this Covenant, If England keep it, England by keep- 
Coycnant. mg covenant ſhall ſtand ſure, according ro that cexr, Ezek.7-14. 
It E:gland break it, God will break England in pieces. It Eng- 
/andileight it,God wil fleight Eng/and.It England forlake it, God 
will ftorfake Eng/aud. And this (hall be written upon the Tombe 
of pcriſhing England: Here lieth a Nation that hath broken the 
covenant of their God, Remember what you have heard this K+ 
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That it is the brand of a Reprobate to be a Covenant-breaker,&c, 
It is the part of a Foole to vow, and not to pay his vowes. And 
God hath no delight in the ſacrifice of fools. Better not voW, then ts 
wow and not to pay, Eccl.5.4,5. It 15 ſuch an high prophanation 
of Gods Name, as that God cannot hold a Covenant-breaker 
ouilrlefle. It 1s perjwry,injuſtice, [pirituall adultery, facriledgey5c. 
And the very lifting up of your hands this day < you do not ſet 
heart and hand on work to keep covenant) will be /uffictent wit 
neſfſe againſt you at the great day. We reade, Gen.31.44,45,46, 
48,49,52,53- That Jacob and Laban entred into a covenant, and 
took a heap of ſtones, and made them a Witne ſſe, &+ ſaid, This heap 1s 
4 Witneſſes}. And they called the name of the place Mizpah : The 
Lord watch between me and thee, &c. The Godof Abrahamjudge 
betWwixt us, Cc, Such is your condition this day. You enter into 
Covenant to become the Lora, and to be valiant for his truth, 
and againſt his enemies. And the very ftoner of this Church ſhall 
be witneſle againſt you, if you break covenant. The name of this 
place may be called AMizpah, The Lord will watch over you for 
z00d,if you Keep it, and for evill, it you break it. And all the cur- 
{es contained in the book of the Covenant thall light upon a wil 
ling Covenant-breaker. The Lord faſten theſe meditations and 
ſoul-awaking conſiderations upon your hearts. The Lord give you 
grace to keep cloſe to the Covenant ; & in keeping of it to keep 
God and a good conſcience, w® are both loſt by covenant-breaking. 

There are {1x things which I thall perſwade you unto in purſu- 
ance of your Covenant. 

1, To be humbled for your own fins, and for the ſins of the 
Kingdome ; & more eſpecially, Becauſe Wwe have not as We ought 
valued the ineſtimable benefit of the Goſpel, that We have not labouy- 
red to recerve Chriſt in our hearts, nor to Walk Worthy of him in our 
lives, Which are the cauſes of other ſins and tranſgreſſions lo mnch 
abounding among(t us. Goſpel-ſens are greater then /egall-/ins, and 
will bring Go/pe/-cxrſes,which are greater then /egall-car/es. And 
therefore let us be humbled according to our Covenant for all 
our Goſpel-abominations. 

2, You mult be ambitious to go before one another in an exam- 
ple of reall reformation. Y ou mult twear vainly no more, be drunk 
no more, bceak the Sabbath no more, &c, You muſt remember 
what David faith, P/al. 59,16. But unto the Wicked God ſaith What 
haſt thou to do to takg my covenant in thy mouth ? ſeeing thou hareſt 
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inſtruftiongand caſteſt my Words behinae thee, To fin willingly after 
we have ſworn not to tin, 1s not only to {1n againſt a Commanae- 
ment,(as I have faid)but to fin again{tan Oath; which is a double 
19iqaity, and will procure a double aamaation. And he that takes 
4 Covenant to reform, and yet continueth unretormed,his Cove- 
nant Will be waito him as the bitter Water of jealonſfre Was to the Wo- 
wan guilty of adultery, Which made her belly to [Well and thigh to 
rot, Cc, Numb. 5.22, 

3, You mult be carctul ts reform your families according fo you 
coveant, and the example of 9/52, and 7acob, and the godly 
Kings forementioned, 

4. You muſt endeavour according to your places andcallings to 
bring the churchas © God in the three Kingdoms to the neareſt con- 
147 tion (7 uniformity 1 rel1g107 Cc, Obleſled Vanity ! how comes 
it to paſſe that thou art ſo much ſleighted and contemned ?, Was 
not unity one of the chiet parts ot Chriſts prayer unto his Father 
when he was here upon carth ? fohn 17.11. Is not #z:rx amongſt 
Chriſtians one of the {trongelt arguments to perſwade the world 
to believe in Chriſt, Fohn 17.21. Is it not the chicte deſire of the 
holy Apoſtles,that we ſhonld all ſpeak the ſame things,and that there 
ſhould be no diviſions amongſt 5, but that We be perfeitly joyned to- 
gether in the ſame mind C in the ſame juagement?1 Cor.i.1o. Phil, 
2,1,2,3,04c. Is not wnity the happineſſe of heaven ? Is it not the 
happineſle of a City to be at unity within it ſelf ? Is 1t not a good 
C pleaſant thing for brethren to awell together in unity ?How comes 
it then to paſle that this part of the Covenant is ſo much torgot- 
ten? The Lord mind you of it this day ! And the Lord make this 
grcat & tamous City 4 C'ity of holineſſe,and a City at rity within 
it elf) For if #xity be deſtroyed, pxrity will quickly alſo be de- 
{troyed. The Church of-God is #2 as well as a4. It is but 
one thurch as wel as is it a holy church. And feſius Chriſt gave ſome 
to be Apoſtles, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Prophets , ſome Paſtors und 
Teachers, Cc. till we all come to the nnity of the faith. Not only to 
the prrity,but to the nity of the faith. The government of Chriſ# 
1s appointed tor the keeping of his Church ih «ity as well as pr- 
rity. Thoſe things which God hath joyned together, let no man 
put aſunder. That government which doth not promote xiry as 
well as p#rity, 1 not the government of Chriſt, Oh the miſery of 
that kingdom where Church-divitions are nouriſhed and fomen- 
teal A kingdome,or a church, divided againſt it ſelf an Rn 
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W ould i itnot be a fad thing to ſee twelve in a family , and one of 
them a Presbyterian, another an [naependent, another a Brown/?, 
another an Aztizomian, anotheran Anabaptiſt, another a Fam;- 
[i/,another tor the Pre/atical government,another a Seeker,anc- 
ther a Papiſt, and the tenth it may be an Arheiſ?, the cleventh a 
{4 e,& the twelttha Turk?TheLord in his due time heal our divi- 
j10ns, & make you his choice inſtruments according to your pla- 
ccs, that the Lord may be one, his name one 1n the three kingdoms! 

5. You mult endeavour in purſuance of your Covenant to ex- 
tirpate Popery, Prelacy, Herefie, Schiſme, Py ophaneneſſe, On W hat= 


foever ſhall be fond cont, ary to ſound aottrine and the p! wer of god- 


[ineſſe,cc. That fo this City may be a City of holrneſſe, wniry,and 
a City of truth,as1s prophecied of Jeruſalem, Zach.$. 3 Oh blet- 

ſed rrzrh, how is it that thou art fo lightly elteemed on ! Is not 
truth more preciores then go/a,and more co be prized then Ret tes? 
Are we noC TO buy the erath and [ell it 29t * Did not C Dri f CONIC 
into the world to bear Witne(ſe tothe truth ? Did not grace and 
truth come by Teſs Chriſt ? Is not Chz iſt the way,the truth, ana the 
life ? How is it then that truth is fallen in the ſtreets, and equity 
cannot enter ? how 1s it that rr#th farlerh, and be that departeth 
trom evill maketh himſe/f at abr [uy 59.14,15.How is it that men 


be ad their FOANOHES like bowes fo; 'cbut they are novt v211, int ] 9; th 1 JET.Q 


truth upon ear th? The Lord os you lovers of truth and. PCace, 
6. You mult rake heed of that c wr(ed monſter of Taaiffer 'EACY 'Ox 
Nentr ality. Study theſe {1x texts of Scripture, 7udg. C37; nds. Ss 
6,7.16. Dent,i2J 3,4. Fer .48.10. Aat. 12,30, Arr. 8.35. Othat 
theſe Scriptures were written in your hearts With a _ ot.iron! 
A Nexmter in Gods cauſe 15a /thewarm Chriſtian, whom God will 
{pue out of his mouth ; he 1s a dead member of Chriſts boay, tit to 
be cut off. On that the Lord would raife up your hearts this day 
(Right Hononrable, Right Wor ſhipfull,and Well beloved) roa high 
pitch of zcal tor him and his cauſe ! God hath made you inſtru- 
ments to do wondertall things for this kingdom : you have been 
the Saviours of the kingdom; you have-vindicated the /ibexties of 
the Parliament, and your own libertics ; and the Kings army by 
your means in a great meature 1s brought very low. But yet as 
Chrift ſaid to the young man, fo do Ito you :- There 25 ane thuxg 
Wanting: and that one thing 1s the one thing neceſſary 3 - The Church 
1s rnſerled, Diſcipline unerefted, Religion \S tottering. Yor Zions 


ſake hold not your peace,and forfernſ iems fake keep not filence, 
(tir 
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238 The great danger of Covenant-refuſing, 
ſtir up your zeal and your ſtrength. Uſe your intereſt and your 
powcrin an orderly, and regular, and peaceable way according 
to your places. And what can you uot dv ? | 
You have ventured one arrow already, ſhoot another,and if that 
miſcarry, ſhoot another, you will ſpeed at laſt. He that cuts down 
a tree though he cuts it. not down at the hrit and fecond blow, 
yet the firſt and ſecond and third blow prepare to the fpeeding 
blow, to that blow that cuts it down, You have delivered one 
petition already , deliver another, and it that ſpeed nor, deliver 
another. The ſpeedizg petition Will come at laſt. Ina word , doc 
your duties according to your oath, and according to your ca- 
pacities,/and all in a regular way) and leave the iſſue to God. 


Oneſt. But ſome will ſay , How ſhall I doe to get up my heart ts 
this high pitch that I may be a Covenant-keeper ? 
An. I will propound theſe tour helps. 


Forr helps 1, Labour to be always minzefull of your Covenart, according 
| RY Ne to that text, 1 Chron. 16. 15, Goa rs always mindful of his Cove- 
League & 24't- It was the great fin of the people of Iſrael, that they 
Covenant, Were wwmindfull of the Covenant, Neh. 9.17. They firlt for- 
oat the Covenant, and afterwards did quickly for/ake ir. He that 
torgets the Covenant , muſt needs be a Covenant breaker. Let 
us therefore remember it, and carry it about us as grotidianmme 
TheCove, Arg mentum, and quotiaianum mn imentum. Firit, let us make 
nantmuſt the Covenant A daily argument againlt all fin & iniquity,and when 
- be a daily we are tempted to any (1n, let us lay, 1 have ſworn to ferſake my 
argument of jniquities * and it I commit this fin, I am not onely a Com 
agent ns mandement-breaker, but an Oath-breaker; I am perjur d. Ihave 
weapon to /3F977 10 reform my family, and theretore I will not ſuffer a wick- 
beat back ed perſon rFOTAYTY Tr my family. 1 have ſworn againſt neutrality, 
all ewpra- and indifferency, and therefore I will be zealons in Gods cauſe, 
ons, GG. Secondly, let us make this Covenant a daily muniment, and 
armonr of defence, to beat back all the fiery darts of the De- 
vill, When any one. tempts thee by promiſe of preterment 
co doe contrary to thy Covenant, or by threatning to 
ruine thee for the hearty-purſuing of thy Covenant, here is a 
ready anſwer; 1 am ſworn to doe what I due, and 1f I doe other- 

wiſe, I am a perjured Wrerch, 

This is as a wall of braſſe to reſiſt any dart that ſhall be ſhot 
againſt thee for well-doing according to thy Covenart. Famous 
us the ſtory of Hanmbal,which ke told tg King Antioch, wy 

C 
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brium. A daily witzeſſe againſt you, as the book of the law was, 
Deat.31.26, an everlaſting ſhame and reproach unto you and 
yours, 

2, Let us have high thowghts of the Covenant. Aﬀtions, and 
afteions follow our apprehenſions. If thy judgement be belea- 
 prea with a corrupt opinion about the Covenant, thy afte&ions 
and actions will quickly be beleapred alſo. And therefore you 
ought to endeavour according to your places, that nothing 
be ſpoken, or written, that may tend to the prejudice of the Co- 
Venant. 

3. You mult not take it in your owne ſtreagths, but ix Goas 
ſtrength. As it 1s taken in Gods preſence, fo it muſt be taken Wh 
Gods affijtance, with ſelfe-abaſing, ſelfe-denying , ſelfe-humbling 
hearts; you mult take it joytulty and tremblingly; rejoycing 1n 
God andin his ſtrengthgand yer trembling tor tear of your own 
uoworthineſte and unſtedfaſtnefſe in the Covenant. | 

4. You muſt take heed of the curſed {in of ſelfe-love, which 
is placed in the fore-froxr as the cauſe of all the Catalogue of 
{ns here named ; Becauſe men are lovers of themſelves , there- 
tore they are covetous, &c. and therefore they are Covenant- 
breakers. A ſelfe-ſecher cannot be a Covenant-heeper ; this 1s 
a {inne that you mult hate as the very gates of hell. 

And this 1s the ſecond fin that I promiſed in the beginning 

| __ 
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he ereat danger of Covenant-re/uſing, 
of my Sermon to ſpeak on : bur the time and your other 6c- 
calions will not permit. There is a narxrall ſelfe-love,and a 
divine ſelfe-love, and a finfull ſelfe-love. This finfull ſelf-love 
i5 When we make our ſelves the latt end of all our actions, when 
we ſo love our ſelves, as to love no man but our ſelves, accord- 
ing to the Proverb, Every mn for himſelf,>c. When we prez 
tend Godand his glory $and rhe common g10d : but intend our 


ſelves, and our own private gain and intereſt; when we ſerve 


God upon politique deſignes ; Of this ſinfull ſelf-love the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, Phil. 2,21. For all ſeek their own, wand not the things of 
Feſns Chriſt, And if we had a window to look into the hearts 
of moſt people, we thould finde their hearts mace up all of this 
Idolatrous /e/fe-love. Men deal with Gel as 1t 15 reported of 
Cnidins a great Architetts/F, who building a ſumptuous Watch- 
Tower for the Xing of Egypt (a Tower to diſcover the rocks 
to Mariners) ſuch was his cratt, that he cauſed his own name 
to be exgraven'd upon a ſtone in the wall, in great /etrers, and 
over that {tone he cauled it to be plailtered with lime and mor- 
rar, and upon the outiide wrote the name of the Xing of Egypr, 
as-pretending that he ſhould have all the honour. But here was 
his cunning : he knew that in time the water would conſume (as 
it did) the plarſtering, and atcerwards his own name and memo- 
ry {hould appear and abide, Jult to doe moſt people deal with 
God 3nd with his religion, and with the publique. It we looke 
without doors, we ſhall ſee nothing written but pro bono publico, 
cc, All their diſcourſe is tor the better promoting of Godl;- 
lineſſe : but it we could look within, we ſhould ſee written, Pro 
bono privato, &c. All their deſignes are for to promote them- 
ſelves. They monopolize and ingrofſe all to themiclves, as if made 
for themielves. Where this ({intull telt-love dwels, there dwels no 
love to Goa, no love to thy brother, no love to Church nor State, 
This fintull felf-love is the Caterpillar that deſtroyeth Church 
and Common-wealth. It is from this {1ntfull ſelt-love that the 
pxblique affairs drive on ſo heavily, and that Church-government 
1s not ſctled, and that our Covenant 15 lo muck negleted. Ot 
this fin I cannot now ſpeak : but when God thall ofter opportu- 


* Nity,l ſhall endeavour to uncaſe it betore you. In the mean time, 


the Lord gvc you grace to hate it as hell :s ſelf. 


FINTS, 
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